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Early Gas Pressure “esting 


LTHOUGH the application of gas 
A under pressure to test lead- 
sheathed communication cables 
is well established as a standard prac- 
tice in this country, few, if any, of the 
engineers and plant men who daily 
design, install and maintain this in- 
spection and preventive method are 
aware of its genesis and development. 
Since it may be of interest to the 
readers of TELEPHONY to learn of the 
beginnings of gas pressure testing and 
of some of the early trials and tribu- 
lations encountered in making it work, 
this brief and largely non-technical his- 
tory is offered. At this stage in the 
narrative, the writer craves the indul- 
gence of his readers for any errors that 
may be detected, since the major part 
of this story, with its start dating 
back 30 years, is related solely from 
memory. 

Prior to 1912 it was the general 
practice of the Bell Telephone Co. of 
Pennsylvania, as well as other similar 
public utilities, to inspect visually all 
new cable installations and also splices 
which had been rewiped because of 
cable openings, for trouble, rearrange- 
ments and similar reasons. This in- 
spection, particularly with respect to 
subterranean (underground, or UG in 
telephone parlance) cables, was con- 
fined to cables in manholes and build- 
ings and to the associated solder work 
joints and seams or splices. 


In Philadelphia, where pressure test- 
ing was born insofar as the United 
States is concerned, the rules of the 
telephone company required each splicer 
to mark his code number on his solder 
work with a steel stencil. The inspec- 
tor similarly stenciled an “O.K.” on all 
solder work which appeared satisfactory 
to him, and, of course, reported all 
non-passing work for rewiping. This in- 
spection method, although the best 
available, was not wholly satisfactory 
either to the telephone company or the 
workmen, since its results were based 
solely on the opinion of the inspectors 
and not on any actual test of the se- 
curity of the solder work. Later tests 
with pressure indicated that many 
joints and seams, which were “turned 
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down” as defective, were tight, and past 
experience had shown that numerous 
joints, passed because of their good ap- 
pearance, proved to be defective. 
This subject was a matter of much 
discussion from time to time, but no 
improvements in inspection methods de- 
veloped until we heard a casual account 
of an attempt to locate a sheath break, 
in a long section of cable between 
splices, by the use of compressed air. 
Evidently the originator or originators 


of this idea did not follow it up, since 
nothing further had been done to the 
best of our knowledge. It, however, ap- 
peared to all of us who heard of this 
attempt as the possible solution of our 
problem and resulted, early in 1912, 
in the assignment of the writer, at that 
time testing engineer in the plant de- 
partment, to the job of developing a 
machine and a method to do the desired 
work without injury to the telephone 
cables. 

At that time dry compressed gases 
satisfactory for our purposes were not 
available commercially. At any rate, 
the first thought was the use of com- 





D. S. HILBORN, Philadelphia, 
Pa., with the U. S. Army Sig- 
nal Corps in the Plant Engineer- 
ing Agency, Seacoast Defense 
Subsection, was born March 19, 
1877 in New Orleans, La. and his 
family moved to Philadelphia dur- 
ing his infancy. He was educated 
in Philadelphia public schools: 
graduated from the Philadelphia 
Central High School in 1895 and 
from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, in electrical engineering, in 
1899. 

He entered the employ of the 
Bell Telephone Co. of Philadel- 
phia (later the Bell Telephone 
Co. of Pennsylvania) in 1899 as 
outside plant field testman. Later 
he became testing engineer in that 
department. He transferred in 
1917 to the engineering depart- 
ment, outside plant group. 

After retirement on age in 
March, 1942, Mr. Hilborn joined 
the Signal Corps at Fort Mon- 
mouth laboratories in a civilian 
capacity in the fall of that year. 
He transferred in April, 1943 to 
the Plant Engineering Agency, 
Seacoast Defense Subsection of 
the Signal Corps, where he is still 
employed. 

During his services with the Bell 
company, Mr. Hilborn developed 








and designed or aided in the de- 
velopment and design of tone- 


testing methods and equipment 
for the identification of conduct- 
ors and the location of faults; of 
centralized fault location and elec- 
trolysis drainage wire tests and 
equipment therefor; duplex elec- 
trolysis voltmeter, Wheatstone 
bridge methods (Hilborn loop) 
and equipment, and as indicated 
by the accompanying article, gas 
pressure testing. 














pressed air sufficiently dry to be safely 
applied to paper-insulated lead-sheathed 
communication cables. Only what is 
now known as “flash” testing was con- 
sidered, no thought being given to 
pressure testing lengths of cable over 
long periods of time nor to the more 
ambitious plan of permanent pressure. 

The answer to the first part of the 
problem was easy—an air compressor 
and a power source. But how to dry 
the air? Chemical means alone was 
considered, but was discarded since the 
indications were that the quantities, 
costs and methods would be undesir- 
able, particularly because a portable 
outfit manned by telephone workmen 
was contemplated. Cooling and conse- 
quent condensation of the moisture 
would not result in sufficiently dry air. 

So a combination of cooling, mechan- 
ical and chemical methods was devised. 
This consisted of cooling the hot com- 
pressed air, delivered by the compres- 
sor, by passing it through a coil of pipe 
immersed in water, thence through a 
fine meshed screen inclined at an angle 
to the flow of the air and finally 
through a tank of calcium chloride. 
Keep in mind this calcium chloride as 
there is a story connected with it. In 
addition to the equipment just men- 
tioned, there was a storage tank, imme- 
diately after the calcium chloride tank 
to give an even flow of air, and also a 
small tank, provided with a window, 
for housing a hygrometer which fur- 
nished a means of indicating the dry- 
ness of the air. 

Herewith we were confronted with 
the first real difficulty—providing a 
glass-closed opening (to permit the ob- 
servation of the hygrometer indica- 
tions) in the small tank which would 
withstand vibration and pressure when 
the equipment was in operation and 
remain tight under all conditions of 
operation and transportation. All meth- 
ods of gasketing, packing and sealing 
were tried which involved holding the 
glass between the cover and the body 
of the tank, but they all failed. 


If held too rigidly between gaskets, 





Attaching gas testing fixture to cable splice. 
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Old-time air compressor 
used in conjunction with 
gas pressure testing. 


the slight distortion of the tank parts 
under pressure permitted sufficient 
bending of the glass to break it. (No 
flexible or safety glass in those days and 
also no plastics.) If held less rigidly, 
leaks developed. Seals directly to the 
metal without mechanical support were 
unsuccessful, since vibration from op- 
eration and transportation caused leaks 
to develop. 

The final solution was a circular 
opening in the flat cover of the tank, 
a disk of *%-inch glass, slightly larger 
in diameter than the opening, held 
against the rim of the opening inside 
the tank by heavy flat springs, and a 
thick layer of shellac as a binder and 
seal between the glass and the metal. 
This arrangement kept the glass 
against the opening under all condi- 
tions, permitted the glass to move with 
the metal cover when the latter was 
distorted under pressure and prevented 
the development of leaks in the seal 
due to vibration. 


The completed outfit consisted of a 
two-cycle marine engine, a clutch, an 
air compressor, a cooling coil and tank, 
a screen box, and calcium chloride, 
storage and hygrometer tanks, all 
mounted on a wood skid about 2% ft. 
by 5 ft. The close assembly of this 





Fitting used to place gas on a cable splice. 





equipment necessitated numerous right 
angle turns in the piping which gave 
rise to another difficulty. The vibra- 
tion of the machine, when in operation, 
resulted in numerous pipe leaks and 
breaks at the elbows. 

Mechanically supporting the pipes 
between their junctions with each other 
and with parts of the machine did not 
materially reduce this difficulty. The 
removal of all elbows and their re- 
placement with short lengths of air 
hose equipped with air hose fittings not 
only eliminated pipe joint leaks and 
breaks, but also markedly reduced vi- 
bration. Air hose connections were also 
made to and between parts requiring 
frequent removal, much as the chemical 
tank which required frequent recharg- 
ing with calcium chloride. In passing, 
it should be stated that all tanks and 
low points in the piping were equipped 
with drip cocks by means of which wa- 
ter could be drained or blown off when 
required. 

Following numerous trial runs and 
tests on cable and solder work sam- 
ples, the machine was ready, at last, 
for the actual work of pressure test- 
ing the telephone cable plant. This was 
near the end of the year 1912. The 
first application of dry compressed air 
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to a telephone cable was on December 
13 of that year. No pressure testing 
valves or other equipment, so familiar 
to all in these days, were available or 
actually thought of. They came along 
later. 

A hole was made in the sleeve or 
sheath, the end of the hose held tightly 
against the cable over this opening, and 
soap suds applied to the solder work 
while air was admitted to the cable at 
pressures of the order of 20 to 25 
pounds. The sleeve or sheath was punc- 
tured with a wire nail or heavy awl 
at an angle of 45 degrees. This an- 
gular puncture served two purposes: it 
minimized the possibility of damaging 
the paper insulation and permitted the 





Equipment for gas pressure testing. 


opening to be closed sufficiently by a 
hammer blow to allow permanent seal- 
ing with solder under pressure. These 
seals, therefore, could also be tested 
with soap suds. 

The cable selected for the first test 
was located in South Philadelphia and 
had been completed but a short time 
prior to the test. It had been subjected 
to the usual visual inspection in order 
that a comparison of the results of the 
two methods could be made. This dual 
inspection plan was followed for a short 
time on all cables inspected for study 
purposes. In spite of the fact that it 
was generally known that the pressure 
test was contemplated and the inspec- 
tors, therefore, were unusually careful, 
no general agreement between the re- 
sults of the two methods was found. 

During the test, we came upon one 
of our splicers industriously boiling out 
a splice and incidentally filling the sur- 
rounding atmosphere with language 
usually indicated in comic strips by a 
whirling mass of punctuation marks. 
Inquiry as to the cause of his unusually 
strong language brought the reply, with 
blasphemous interruptions, that he had 
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been boiling out the splice for an hour 
and it was still wet. 

Yes, you guessed it! An overlooked 
connection between the cable under test 
and the cable he was working on per- 
mitted air to flow into his splice and 
the consequent bubbling which had so 
exasperated him was due to dry air 
and not wet water. Thus, in the first 
test, we learned with what relative 
rapidity even a small quantity of air, 
admitted at intervals, could spread in 
a cable. 

All was not clear sailing yet. Consid- 
erable opposition to this inspection 
method arose among the workmen. 
Theirs was the natural reaction that 
this type of inspection of their work, 
much more severe and exact than any- 
thing for which they had been trained, 
would result in unfavorable records in 
the telephone company’s books. Their 
complaint had a legitimate basis, since 
they had only their skill and the ap- 
pearance of their finished work to guide 
them in the determination of the per- 
fection of their solder work. They held 
that they should not be penalized for 
good looking, evidently properly-made 
joints which proved defective when sub- 
jected to air pressure. This opposition, 
frequently openly and sometimes not 
so openly expressed, was overcome by 
a plan which paid good dividends— div- 
idends both hoped for and unexpected 
by its originators. 

Pressure inspectors used a form for 
reporting the results of their inspec- 
tions. This form provided for the en- 
try of the splicer’s code number, the 
type of solder work (round or “Y” 
joint or seam) inspected, the defective 
work by type, the location of the de- 
fect, e.g., bottom of joint, crotch of 
“Y” joint, ete. Space was also pro- 
vided for reporting the usual inspection 
items relative to the condition of the 
cable and manhole, etc., but these are 
not of interest in this narrative. 

For each splicer a record card was 
prepared which permitted the entry by 
months of the total number of each type 
of solder work inspected, the number 
found defective, the totals of these 
items and the per cent defective. In 
addition to the monthly entries, a cumu- 
lative monthly record was also main- 
tained. Each card was identified by 
the splicer’s code number and his name, 
This was an entirely separate record 
from any other record of the workman’s 
performance and was in the charge of 
the testing engineer. 

During the first week of every month 
each splicer received one of two letters 
relating to that portion of his work 
which had been inspected during the 
previous month. These letters listed 
the number of each type of solder work 
which had been inspected, the number 








found defective, totals and percentages 
defective. In one type of letter a par- 
agraph somewhat along these lines fol- 
lowed the tabluation: “The above re- 
sults are satisfactory, but nevertheless, 
we hope you will be able to show im- 
provement. As an aid in this endeavor, 
your attention is called to the fact that 
the defects found in your work are gen- 
erally on the bottom of the joint” (or 
wherever these defects may have been 
found). 

The other letter was similar except 
that the last paragraph began by stat- 
ing that the work was unsatisfactory 
and that an improvement was expected. 
The dividing line between satisfactory 
and unsatisfactory was a percentage 
established empirically from data on 
the performance of the man as indi- 
cated by the available pressure test 
data. Of course, a special letter was 
sent to the splicer who, over a period 
of several months, had no defects 
charged against him. The monthly let- 
ters also pointed out whether the cur- 
rent showing was better or worse than 
past performance. 

Instead of causing dissatisfaction, the 
letters were welcomed by the splicers 
as an aid in improving their work. 
Furthermore, they all realized that the 
results were not based on anyone’s 
opinion. In fact, it became a common 





Testing an underground cable splice. 


experience to be swamped with tele- 
phone inquiries relative to the where- 
abouts of the callers’ pressure reports 
when, for one reason or another, there 
was some delay in issuing the letters. 
The net results of this plan were a 
more satisfied splicing force, a rapid 
increase in the splicers’ skill (evi- 
denced by the sharp decrease in the 
percentage of defective work), and the 
total disappearance from the cable 
trouble report of that heretofore stand- 
ard phrase, “Moisture in the splice, 
cause of entrance unknown.” Such 
troubles had also been known as the 
result of “sweaty joints,” although no 
one knew exactly what caused joints 
to perspire. 
(To be continued) 





The provisions which increase the 

excise taxes on long distance tele- 
phone toll calls and monthly telephone 
bills, previously discussed in this de- 
partment, are effective April 1. The 
political explosion in Congress, set off 
by the President’s veto of this bill prob- 
ably had the effect of assuring its 
enactment over the President’s veto. 
If the President had simply vetoed the 
bill without a message, or with a per- 
functory message pointing out that it 
was inadequate, your correspondent be- 
lieves that there would have been a 
very good chance that administration 
forces in Congress could have assem- 
bled enough votes to sustain the veto. 
That is what happened on the subsidy 
bill which was almost equally contro- 
versial. 


To. NEW TAX BILL is now law. 


But the President apparently took 
some wrong advice from somebody 
who thinks it is good politics for the 
President in an election year, when he 
will probably be running for a fourth 
term, to throw a large sized brick at 
Congress. The brickbat in this case 
turned out to be a boomerang, succeed- 
ing only in arousing the resentment of 
patient and hitherto loyal administra- 
tion supporters in the Congress, nota- 
bly Senator Barkley of Kentucky. His 
revolt made it an issue between Con- 
gress and the White House. That set- 
tled it, as far as overriding the veto 
was concerned. 

So much you have read in the news- 
papers. There are other provisions of 
the tax law besides the increased tele- 
phone rate which are worth remember- 
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Federal tax bill enacted into law over President's veto. ... 


Uprising in Congress not indicative of opposition to fourth 
term for Roosevelt on part of Democrats. . . . House inves- 


tigation of FCC blows up as committee counsel resigns. 


ing. There is, for example, the provi- 
sion requiring labor unions and REA 
co-ops to report financial information 
for the first time—although they are 
not subject to federal taxation. There 
is a provision which increases local 
first-class mail from two to three cents 
which will probably affect some tele- 
phone companies using that class of 
mail for monthly bills. There is the 
provision freezing the 1 per cent Social 
Security tax which would have been 
doubled automatically in March. There 
is the provision for terminating war 
contract negotiation authority next De- 
cember unless the President should take 
such action six months earlier or six 
months after the statutory expiration 
date. In the corporate tax structure 
the excess profits impost rate is raised 
from 90 to 95 per cent. 

We may safely assume that there 
will be no new tax bill before the gen- 
eral election, although immediately 
thereafter Congress will have to get 
busy devising ways and means for in- 
creasing federal revenues. Doubtless 
at the same time attempts will be made 
to bring about the long-deferred ‘sim- 
plification” of federal tax returns. 

Aside from the tax bill itself, it is 
easy to over-estimate the importance of 


the recent ‘‘split’”’ between the Presi- 
dent and his majority leader in the 
Senate. It is significant, of course, that 
Senator Barkley, who has heretofore 
conceived it to be his job to represent 
the White House on the Senate floor, 
has now returned (by virtue of his 
new election to the same post) to the 
position of a Senate majority represen- 
tative to the White House. This is not 
a new conception of the majority 
leader’s function. In fact, before the 
New Deal, the majority leaders of both 
the House and Senate always acted as 
if they were ambassadors of Congress 
to the White House, and not vice versa. 


It was when the late Sen. Joe Rob- 
inson of Arkansas took the majority 
leadership that it became more and 
more in the nature of a _ high-class 
messenger boy’s job—with all due re- 
spect to the late and great Senator 
from Arkansas. Everyone knows that 
when Senator Robinson brought in the 
Supreme Court bill and fought for it 
courageously in 1937, his heart was 
not really in the fight. Some say the 
administration demand on his loyalty 
actually hastened his end. In any event, 
when Robinson died, it was generally 
expected that the late Sen. Pat Harri- 
son from Mississippi would be his suc- 
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cessor. But Harrison had independent 
ideas and made no secret of his inten- 
tion to become his own master if he 
were elected to the majority post. This 
constituted heresy against the New 
Deal in those days. So the administra- 
tion support was swung to “Dear 
Alben” Barkley who won the election 
by a single vote. 

Since then, Barkley has probably had 
many occasions to regret that he took 
office under a virtual commitment to 
renounce any ideas of his own and fol- 
low the White House, regardless of 
where it took him. The veto of the tax 
bill was the last straw as we all know 
now. Therefore, it is a fair inference 
that Barkley’s reelection, following his 
resignation on that occasion, means 
that he is now an independent entity 
committed to cooperate with, but not 
necessarily follow, the will of the White 
House. 


Any idea, however, that this realign- 
ment of congressional control means 
that a majority of the Democratic 
Senators has walked out on a fourth 
term is wishful thinking on the part of 
those who have such wishes. Best evi- 
dence of that was seen in a little prac- 
tical joke played by the only Commu- 
nist member of Congress, Rep. Vito 
Marcantonio of New York City (Amer- 
ican Labor Party) on his colleagues in 
the House. It was right after the House 
had voted overwhelmingly to override 
the President’s veto. Representative 
Marcantonio strolled over to the Demo- 
cratic side of the House and told a 
group of Democratic members that a 
flash announcement had just come over 
the radio to the effect that Roosevelt 
had forcefully renounced any idea of 
a fourth term. 


The faces of the Democratic mem- 
bers unanimously fell as if they had 
heard of a sudden death in the family. 
The cloak room began to buzz with 
conversation. And when Marcantonio 
was pressed for more details, he 
thought the joke had gone far enough 
and said: “The President also picked Joe 


Martin (Republican minority leader) 
for his successor.” This called for 
growls and sniffing. In_ short, the 


Democratic brethren didn’t think it was 
a very funny joke. 

And neither did the Republicans, be- 
cause it would seem to prove just one 
thing: The Democrats know they can’t 
win without a fourth term, even though 
they don’t like it. The Republicans are 
afraid the opposition will win with a 
fourth term, and they definitely don’t 
like it. And so, despite all the talk of 
revolt in Dixie and the machinations of 
Senators Byrd of Virginia, Walsh of 
Massachusetts, and the redoubtable 
Farley of New York, it looks at this 
time very much as if the bulk of the 
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Democratic leaders and professions are 
“resigned” (the word is used advisedly ) 
to a fourth term candidacy. 

The situation recalls the old story 
of the young man who was living on a 
rich father-in-law and was complaining 
one day about the old man’s tyranni- 
cal conduct. 

“T was so angry at him,” he told a 
friend, “‘I felt desperate enough to do 
anything.” 

“Why didn’t you walk out on him?” 
asked the friend. 

“Well, I really didn’t feel quite that 
angry.” 

But we can reasonably expect, as a 
result of these political repercussions, 
a continued revival of congressional 
independence—a spirit which is likely 
to persist even if a fourth term candid- 
acy should be successful. This, in turn, 
is likely to be reflected in various 
phases of legislation of interest to the 
telephone industry. The Wheeler- 
White bill, for example, to rewrite the 
Communications Act is still being re- 
vised at this writing. It would not sur- 
prise this correspondent if Congress, in 
its present temper, were to pass it 
despite pressure from certain admin- 
istration quarters to the contrary. How- 
ever, there is considerable doubt this 
could be done before the election. 

The new draft of the Wheeler-White 
bill was not available at this writing. 
Rumor has it that it will provide for a 
five-man FCC with a rotating chair- 
manship. The other new features of 





the bill will concern principally the 
radio industry. The telephone provi- 
sions of the present Communications 
Act would probably be reenacted under 
the new Wheeler-White bill with little 
change. One rumored change would be 
in the valuation section for rate-mak- 
ing purposes. That is about all the 
space warranted on the Wheeler-White 
bill right now. Until the text of the 
bill itself emerges, there is no point in 
further speculation based on rumor and 
informal report. 


FCC Investigation Blown Wide Open. 
Over on the House side, the special 
committee investigating the FCC has 
blown wide open. Paradoxically, this 
explosion has come as a victory for ad- 
ministration pressure. But your corre- 
spondent is inclined to the belief that 
such victory will be only temporary in- 
deed. In fact, it looks as if the Demo- 
cratic majority had blundered griev- 
ously into giving the Republicans a 
campaign advantage. The former will 
probably make further attempts to re- 
trieve. Here in a large nutshell is the 
situation: 

(1) The administration, or at least 
some quarters of it led by Chairman 
Fly, have been making continued and 
persistent efforts to call off or sterilize 
the House investigating committee. 
Through a smear campaign, the insti- 
gator of the investigation, Representa- 
tive Cox, was forced to resign as chair- 





Texas Telephone Association, 
Baker Hotel, Dallas, March 13 
and 14. 


Kansas Telephone Association, 
Jayhawk Hotel, Topeka, March 
16 and 17. 


Kentucky Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Lafayette Ho- 
tel, Lexington, April 5. 


Iowa Independent Telephone 
Association, Hotel Fort Des 
Moines, Des Moines, April 11 and 


12. 


Nebraska Telephone Association, 
Fontennelle Hotel, Omaha, April 
13 and 14, 


Illinois Telephone Association, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, 
April 18 and 19. 


Spring Executives’ Conference 
of the United States Independent 





COMING TELEPHONE MEETINGS 


Telephone Association, Edgewater 
Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill., April 
20 and 21. 


Ohio Independent Telephone 
Association, Deshler-Wallick Ho- 
tel, Columbus, April 25 and 26. 


Indiana Telephone Association, 
Severin Hotel, Indianapolis, May 
3 and 4. 


Wisconsin State Telephone As- 
sociation, Park Hotel, Madison, 


May 10 and I1. 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Berkshire 


Hotel, Reading, May 17 and 18. 


New York State Telephone As- 
sociation, Syracuse Hotel, Syra- 


cuse, May 24 and 25. 


United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Hotel Stevens, 


Chicago, October 10, 11 and 12. 











man. He was replaced by the relatively 
innocuous and mild administration sup- 
porter, Representative Lea of Cali- 
fornia. 


(2) The smear campaign then shifted 
to the committee’s counsel, Eugene 
Garey, whose vigorous prosecution has 
been embarrassing the FCC with a 
steadily growing record. 


(3) Garey resisted this pressure as 
long as the majority of the committee 
backed him up. This included one 
Democrat. But recently that Democrat 
caved in under pressure from his local 
political machine back home — which 
is under obligation to the New Deal. 
Garey found his hands tied. Hence he 
has resigned. 

(4) The immediate cause of the 
Garey resignation was the sudden 
action of the committee by a 3-to-0 
all-Democratic vote (the two Republi- 
can members being absent and ignor- 
ant of the proceedings) in suspending 
further progress on Garey’s proposed 
investigation of the “forced” sale of 
a New York City radio station. 

(5) The details of this alleged forced 
sale are a little hazy and a civil action 
to rescind the sale is now going on in 
New York state courts. This was the 
ostensible basis for the committee’s 
decision to suspend the investigation, 
although it is the first time on record 
that a congressional investigating com- 
mittee has felt that it had to step aside 
and hold up its proceedings while a civil 
action between private parties was be- 
ing fought out in a state court. In 
short, the excuse is pretty lame—some- 
thing like holding up a circus for a 
dogfight. 

(6) The Republicans claim the evi- 
dence on this so-called ‘forced sale” of 
the New York City radio station to Ed- 
ward Noble, former Under-Secretary 
of Commerce under Harry Hopkins, 
would also involve Mr. Hopkins, ex- 
Brain Truster Tommy Corcoran, and 
other New Deal celebrities. They hint 
that the “scandal,” whereby the FCC 
allegedly let itself, by irregular pro- 
cedure, be used as an instrument for 
pulling Noble’s chestnuts out of the 
fire, would be bad medicine for the ad- 
ministration on the eve of a national 
campaign. In any event, the Demo- 
cratic committee quorum assembled 
suddenly after one of the members, 
Representative Magnusson of Washing- 
ton, had taken an airplane trip from 
the West Coast. He was seen in earnest 
conversation with Tommy Corcoran on 
the eve of the committee’s decision to 
hold up the investigation. There may 
be nothing to all this, but on the sur- 
face it does not smell too good. 

(7) So now, Garey has resigned with 
a statement that he refuses to continue 
to participate in a “whitewash” and 
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CORRECTION 

The biographical sketch of COL. 
FLoyp T. GILLESPIE, chief of the 
Military Training Branch, Office 
of the Chief Signal Officer, which 
appeared on page 38 of the Feb- 
ruary 19 issue of TELEPHONY 
erroneously referred to him as 
“Lieutenant Colonel.” His latest 
promotion went into effect after 
this story was prepared some 
time ago, so we regret the over- 
sight in not including his pres- 
ent rank. 











that his efforts have been hamstrung 
and interferred with by pressure of 
the FCC and administration generally. 
Furthermore, the two Republican mem- 
bers of the committee were preparing 
to resign with explosive statements to 
the same effect. They may have done 
so before these lines appear in print. 

(8) This leaves the Democrats hold- 
ing the bag in more ways than one. 
If Republican Leader Martin refuses 
to appoint any more minority members 
to the committee, as indicated, the 
Democrats will find themselves cursed 
with the responsibility of a partisan 
committee investigating an administra- 
tion agency. Such a committee could 
be, in fact, as righteous as Moses and 
still be unable to escape the taint of 
conducting a “whitewash.” In other 
words, Republicans have outsmarted 
the majority by converting the FCC in- 
vestigation into a campaign issue. They 
can go to the country with an argu- 
ment that the administration high- 
pressured Congress into suppressing 
“an FCC scandal” on the eve of an 
election. 


(9) The best part of this, from the 
Republican point of view is they don’t 
even have to prove a real “FCC scan- 
dal,” and there is considerable doubt 
in this writer’s mind if they really 
could. The Democrats have simply been 
maneuvered into a position where they 
can’t deny it. Such is always the pen- 
alty of suppression. 

(10) The ironic part of the situation 
is the uncomfortable position of the 
FCC. Its friends have striven mightily 
to suppress and hamstring the investi- 
gation, but were unable to do so during 
all the period when the committee was 
compiling an impressive record of evi- 
dence against the commission. And 
now they have succeeded in collapsing 
the committee as a bipartisan investi- 
gation, but just about the time when 
the FCC was due to speak its own 
piece in its own defense. Anything the 
FCC may say from now on, before a 
partisan committee will have little 
credence. It would be open to the ob- 





vious criticism that the FCC was really 
running its own investigation. In other 
words, just at the time when the FCC 
was ready to come to bat in its own 
behalf, it pulled the rug out from 
under its own feet. As a Republican 
representative remarked off the record, 
“Tt looks like Jim Fly has finally out- 
smarted himself.” 

The question now arises, and your 
correspondent says in advance he hasn’t 
the slightest idea what the answer is: 
How will the Democrats in the House 
get themselves off this spot—if they 
can? If they go ahead with the farce 
of permitting the special investigation 
to function with three Democrats and 
no Republicans, they continue as shin- 
ing targets for Republican ridicule, 
Every day such a situation continues, 
the minority will be found making em- 
barrassing remarks on the floor of the 
House to the effect that the majority 
is wasting the people’s money in a 
whitewashing expedition that ought to 
close up shop. If the investigation col- 
lapses altogether, the cry of “suppres- 
sion” will be heard on the basis of an 
unanswered record. And if the Demo- 
crats make an attempt to retrieve them- 
selves, about the only way they can do 
it would be to move for the discharge 
of their own committee. 

Such a motion would probably carry, 
with the aid of joyous Republican 
votes. But it would be a drastic pro- 
cedure. It would be tantamount to a 
vote of “‘no confidence” in the veteran 
Representative Lea and his two Demo- 
cratic colleagues. It would be a slap in 
the face, such as has been rarely com- 
mitted in the entire history of Con- 
gress. Yet in the interest of putting 
the investigation back on the track, it 
migh be worth the temporary suffering 
and embarrassment as far as the Dem- 
ocrats are concerned. This, rather than 
let the Republicans run away, un- 
checked, with a perfectly good cam- 
paign issue. 

As stated above, this writer has not 
the slightest idea what the majority 
intends to do about crawling back off 
this limb. He is glad that it is some- 
body else’s headache, not his. He can 
only add that if the Democrats don't 
do something, and if the next House 
is Republican (which seems likely) the 
next House will start an investigation 
likely to tear the FCC into pieces small 
enough to use for telephone slugs. 


e @& 


P.S. It looks as if the FCC were 
going to make a three-ring performance 
out of its court test on the hotel sur- 
charge. Injunction suits have been 
filed against the hotels and Bell com- 
panies in three large cities, Chicago, 
New York, and Washington, D. C. 
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LETS BACK THE RED CROSS 


helpful service to humanity than 

that of the American Red Cross, 
which has become known the world 
over and has grown into a tremendous 
organization. Because it is a people’s 
partnership each of us has a common 
share in the Red Cross. 


T etnta IS NO greater symbol of 


By RUBY RILEY 
Associate Editor 


bombs fall and gunfire sweeps a battle- 
field there is no time to send help half- 
way around the world. When a badly 
wounded fighting man needs a transfu- 
sion, it is too late to begin looking for 
a blood donor or find a nurse to care 


The American Red Cross 
such help wherever and whenever the 
need arises. A continuous procession 
of blood donors must be maintained, 
nurses must be recruited for the Army 
and Navy, trained Red Cross workers 
and supplies must be sent to camps, 
hospitals and foreign theaters of opera- 


provides 








peacetime, the Red 
has shouldered a 
responsibility that 
can be met only if 
the American peo- 
ple pitch in their 
resources of money 
and blood dona- 
tions. Activities of 
the Red Cross now 
girdle the globe— 
and our help is 
needed to fulfill 
this responsibility 
to humanity. 

March has been 
designated “Red 
Cross Month” when 
an especial appeal 
is being made to 
Americans to give 
generously so that 
our fighting men on 
far - flung battle 
fronts may have a 
better chance of 
surviving this war 
and may return to 
their homes and 
families. Let’s give 
now—and through- 
out the year when- —_ 
ever we can. 

The accompany- 
ing illustration de- 
picts better than 
words how vital 
are the services 
being rendered by 
the Red Cross and 
which are provided 
with your money 
and mine. 

Every American 
realizes that when 
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FOODS - VITAMINS 
COMFORTS 





Boys in Foreign 


AN AMERICAN HOME AB 





Blood Plasma 


COSTS OF COLLECTING BLOOD DONATIONS 
FOR THIS NO.1 WARTIME LIFESAVER 


Emergency Assistance 


Packages for Prisoners 


Clubs for Lonesome 


for him. When a soldier learns of 
Important in trouble at home, he needs help at 
Cross in wartime once. 


tion the world over. 








IN EVERY PROBLEM OF 
FIGHTERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 





Surgical Dressings 


MORE THAN 29,000,000 
FROM CHICAGO ALONE 
IN "43 
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Lands 


ROAD 
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CMARLES 


Help in Hospitals 
VISITS - COMFORT 
ENTERTAINMENT 














WHAT YOUR RED CROSS MONEY BUYS 


First Aid 


Instruction 
15,000 TRAINED IN CHICAGO 
LAST YEAR 





. 
Canteen Service 
FOLLOWS THE FLAG 
IN FOREIGN LANDS 


Cas 


+} . 
Nurse’s Aides 
1667 IN CHICAGO ALONE HELPING 
HARD-PRESSED HOSPITAL STAFFS 


Li 


Comfort Kits 
for Fighters 


EXTRAS IN COMFORT 
CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES 


Mobile Units 


A SNACK AND A CIGARETTE WHEN 
THEY COME OUT OF THE LINES 


Disaster Service 
READY AT HAND FOR FIRES, 
FLOODS, ACCIDENTS 


When a train 
crash leaves scores 
injured, when flood 
engulfs a town, 
when epidemic 
strikes, delay may 
cost lives. Red 
Cross disaster re- 
lief and medical 
supplies, held in 
readiness for such 
emergencies, plus 
trained workers to 
rescue, assist vic- 
tims and help in 
their rehabilita- 
tion, will prevent 
delay and thus 
save many lives. 

To fulfill its 
many obligations 
to the armed forces 
and our people, the 


American Red 
Cross needs your 
help. During 1944 


it must supply 
5,000,000 
blood donations. 
Each month 2,500 
nurses must be re- 
cruited for the 
Army and Navy 
(telephone girls 
are already doing 
a war job, but 
they may know 
someone to recom- 
mend). Red Cross 
field directors and 
other trained per- 
sonnel must be 
stationed at mili- 


some 


Plus many other needed services to fighters and their families (Turn to page 33) 
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“SERVICE ABOVE SELF’ 


BRINGS 


Honor to Chick Operator 


By MAYME WORKMAN 
Traffic Editor of TELEPHONY 


Traffic Supervisor, Illinois Telephone Association 


44 A TLANTA’S Business Woman of 
the Year!’ This imposing title 


was conferred upon Mrs. Edna 
Benton, long distance chief operator of 
the Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., Atlanta, Ga., by Atlanta’s 
Woman of the Year organization. The 
Atlanta (Ga.) Journal, in commenting 
upon Mrs. Benton’s selection, stated: 


“Her achievements in the direction 
of an army of 900 women long distance 
operators, who handled 16,250,000 calls 
during the critical war months of 1943 
—as compared with 5,964,000 calls in 
prewar years—prompted a committee 
of prominent business men to select her 
for the honor, though she is a figure 
little known to the public.” 


Quoting further from the Atlanta 
Journal: 


“If the committee in charge of se- 
lecting the Business Woman of the 
Year had calculatingly looked for a 
nominee with the typical American 
background, they could not have made 
a better choice, for Mrs. Benton’s 
career is a recapitulation of the stand- 
ard American success story. The com- 
mittee, however, was concerned with 
only one qualification: The woman who 
in 1943 made the most outstanding 
record in an executive position.” 


In making its selection, the commit- 
tee noted that new shipyards, munition 
plants, airplane factories, and other 
war industries located in the South dur- 
ing the outbreak of the war, have 
greatly enlarged the web of communi- 
cations which centers in Atlanta. Said 
the committee: “Without the fine and 
effective work of Mrs. Benton and her 
young women, the Southeast could not 
have performed its part in this war 
with such marvelous rapidity.” 


The committee’s comment regarding 


16 





MRS. EDNA BENTON 


Mrs. Benton and her co-workers is ap- 
plicable to all telephone employes 
throughout the nation for, without their 
effective work and “spirit of service,” 
the entire war effort would be stymied. 

Occasionally a traffic employe will 
remark, “I’ll never get any place be- 
cause I had such little education—two 
years of high school,” or perhaps, ‘“‘just 
an eighth grade education.” Many of 
our telephone men and women in key 
positions in the telephone industry are 
in the same category. 

Mrs. Benton never attended college. 
She graduated from the Houston 
County High School at the age of 17 
but, like many other telephone women, 
she worked hard at self-education. She 
has taken numerous training courses 
offered by her company, the Southern 
Bell, and has built up a sizable library 
at her home. 


Like many other chief operators, 
Mrs. Benton is frequently called upon 
to act as a personal counselor for the 
900 women in her charge, and their 
welfare is her constant concern. 

Force turnover has affected Atlanta’s 
exchange, too, and 962 women were 
employed and trained as long distance 
operators in 1943. The chief operator 
has direct supervision of the training 
course and the heavy turnover added 
considerably to Mrs. Benton’s already 
heavy schedule. 

Mrs. Benton became a switchboard 
operator during World War I at the 
main office of Southern Bell in Atlanta. 
She has been with the company since 
that time and, according to the article 
in the Atlanta Journal, “‘She is as much 
a part of the organization as is Presi- 
dent Hal S. Dumas who likens her im- 
portance to that of a colonel in the 
Army.” 

A chief operator’s job is not mere 
routine duty from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Like 
many other chief operators, Mrs. Ben- 
ton personifies the “spirit of service,” 
working at night and on Sundays and, 
if the weather is bad and there is 
trouble on the lines, she sometimes 
spends the night at a downtown hotel 
in order to be at her work early the 
next morning. She encourages this tra- 
ditional sense of loyalty to duty in her 
employes. That is why she was happy 
to see the way her operators trudged 
through the ice on Christmas Day that 
they might be on the job—on time. 

Like many other busy women who 
hold important positions in the busi- 
ness world, Mrs. Benton is also able to 
perform the many feminine duties re- 
quired of a wife and home-maker. She 
cooks her husband’s breakfast and din- 
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ner every day, and spent one week of 
her vacation last year preparing and 
eanning 95 quarts of vegetables. 

The honor conferred upon Mrs. Ben- 
ton in being selected as “Atlanta’s 
Business Woman of the Year” is a fine 
tribute to her achievement, to her em- 
ployes, and to her company. It is also 
a tribute to all chief operators and em- 
ployes in the telephone industry. It 
should be an incentive to carry on and 
live up to the traditional “Spirit of 
Service”—“Service Above Self.” 


Questions from Iilinois Operators 

(1) What is a non-published line? 

(2) What phrase should a toll 
switching operator use if all of her 
trunks are busy. 

(3) If a toll switching operator re- 
ceives an order for a number preceded 
by the word “collect” and a coin box 
marking is associated with the multiple 
jack of the called line, how should the 
toll switching operator proceed? 

(4) What is the procedure in an- 
nouneing collect calls to hotels? 

(5) On calls to stations where the 
toll center rings subscribers at that 
station, should the name of the toll 
center be entered before the number 
on the ticket? 

The answers to these traffic questions 
are presented on page 34. 


vv 


War Veteran Returns 
Home from Overseas 

Capt. David R. Eaby, son of C. E. 
Eaby, general manager of the Denver 
& Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Ephrata, Pa., has returned home for 
a three-weeks’ furlough, after serving 
in the African campaign. He has been 
in the service nearly three years and 
served overseas for 13 months, the last 
three months being in England. Dur- 
ing the African campaign, he was in- 
jured in a jeep accident and later con- 
tracted malaria. Recently he has been 
in a New York hospital and will return 
to the Newton D. Baker Memorial Hos- 
pital at Martinsburg, W. Va., for treat- 
ment. 

When he left England, Captain Eaby 
was in the Signal Corps, assigned to 
the troop carrier command. 


Vv 


Donate White Goods 

Employes of the New York Tele- 
phone Co., in a recent charity drive for 
needy families, have donated moun- 
tains of white goods to the Brooklyn 
sureau of Charities. The donations 
are sent to the bureau’s five district 
offices where mothers make selections 
for thei: children. 
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A.T.& T.-BELL SYSTEM 
ANNUAL REPORT 


HE Bell System plans to spend 
ji than $1,000,000,000 for plant 

expansion after the war and will 
require additional capital to carry out 
the greatest construction program it 
ever undertook, Walter S. Gifford, 
president of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., disclosed in the an- 
nual report of that company released 
February 18. 

“To restore plant margins and to 
carry out plant betterments which have 
been suspended because of the war, it 
is estimated that the Bell System is 
faced with postwar expenditures for 
additional plant of more than one bil- 
lion dollars, spread over a period of 
several years. In addition, the require- 
ments for facilities for current growth 
may be substantial, depending upon 
general business conditions. The con- 
struction program for the first few 
years after the war may well prove to 
be the largest ever undertaken by the 
system,” Mr. Gifford said. 

To carry out this large construction 
program will require not only mate- 
rials and manpower but also additional 
capital. In the past, the Bell System 
has always been able to raise the capi- 
tal necessary for large extensions of its 
plant. If the system can continue to 
earn enough to maintain its credit, it 
should be possible to raise the required 
added capital economically, obtain the 
materials and give employment to 
thousands of men in the transition 
period from war to peace—when it will 
be so important to speed up the em- 
ployment of manpower in peacetime ac- 
tivities, it was pointed out. 

There are a number of new develop- 
ments either held up by the war or 
coming out of war research which will 
be explored as soon as practicable. One, 
of course, includes the rapid extension 
of coaxial cable systems which has been 
deferred due to the war. These cables, 
which are capable of carrying several 
hundred telephone conversations simul- 
taneously in two metal tubes a little 
larger than a lead pencil with a copper 
wire in each extending along its axis, 
are of particular interest in connection 
with postwar television developments. 

Others include the further develop- 
ment of automatic toll line switching 
systems; the application of some of 
the new developments in radio to two- 
way telephone communications; the pos- 


sibilities of further extension of rural 
telephone service; further improve- 
ments in the quality and range of cir- 
cuits for the transmission of broadcasts 
and television programs and other in- 
teresting and promising improvements 
in communication services, the report 
continued. 


The number of Bell System tele- 
phones in service at December 31, 1943, 
was 21,246,600, an increase of 1,233,700 
for the year. This compares with an 
increase of 1,171,800 telephones in 1942. 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: It is estimated that on 
December 31, 1943, Independent compa- 
nies operated more than 5,000,000 tele- 
phones.] By the end of the year, there 
were 650,000 applications for main 
telephones which could not be cared for 
immediately because of lack of facili- 
ties. In addition, there were large num- 
bers of outstanding requests for other 
services such as residence extension 
stations, changes from party line to in- 
dividual line and changes in type of 
telephones and private branch exchange 
equipment. 


The number of long distance con- 
versations handled by the Long Lines 
Department of the A.T.&T. company 
was 31 per cent above 1942, reaching 
the unprecedented total of nearly 150,- 
000,000. This is 50,000,000 more con- 
versations than would have been ex- 
pected from normal peacetime growth 
based on experience of the past. Ex- 
cluding short haul toll calls, which still 
average less than one minute to com- 
plete, the average speed of service for 
the year 1943 was 5.1 minutes, com- 
pared with 3.1 minutes in 1942. With 
the increased congestion of long dis- 
tance circuits, the proportion of toll and 
long distance calls completed while the 
calling party remained at the telephone, 
dropped in 1943 to 82 per cent, com- 
pared with 87 per cent in 1942. 

Public telephone service for men and 
women in the armed services was 
greatly expanded during 1943. Despite 
the unusual difficulties, thousands of 
additional public telephones have now 
been provided in and near military and 
naval establishments with more than 
400 special telephone centers staffed by 
operators especially trained to handle 
the calls of service men and women. In 
a number of instances, telephone buses 
or trailers housing booths and attend- 
ants have been used pending installa- 


17 








tion of permanent facilities. Particular 
attention has been given to the require- 
ments for public telephone service in 
Army and Navy hospitals, including 
special arrangements for the conven- 
ience of bedridden and wheel chair pa- 
tients. 

The Bell telephone companies and the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories continued 
to provide school facilities and in- 
structors for specialized training in 
communication for military personnel. 
During 1943, some 4,000 men from the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard received instruction in spe- 
cific courses designed to meet the urgent 
need for skilled communication men. 
This makes a total of 8,000 service 
men who jhave attended these courses 
since 1941. 

The effectiveness of War Production 
Board restrictions and of the voluntary 
steps taken by Bell telephone companies 
in conserving the use of critical mate- 
rials is illustrated by the fact that at 
the end of 1943 the rate of use of mate- 
rials in plant construction had been re- 
duced from the high point in 1941 by 
83 per cent for iron and steel, 91 per 
cent for nickel, 91 per cent for zinc, 93 
per cent for copper, 95 per cent for tin, 
98 per cent for aluminum and 100 per 
cent for crude rubber, it was stated. 

Investment in Bell System telephone 
plant amounted to $5,387,790,000 at the 
end of 1943, having increased by $91,- 
132,000 during the year. Depreciation 
and amortization reserves amounted to 
$1,717,373,000, or 31.9 per cent of the 
plant investment. 

Total expenditures for new construc- 
tion were $154,000,000 in 1943, com- 
pared with $345,000,000 in 1942 and 
$420,000,000 in 1941. The 1943 expen- 
ditures included $61,000,000 for the in- 
stallation of telephones, private branch 
exchanges and associated equipment at 
customers’. premises, $35,000,000 for 
other exchange plant construction, and 
$58,000,000 for the construction of ad- 
ditional toll and long distance circuits 
and associated switching arrangements. 


New Toil Switching 

A significant step in the development 
of automatic long distance switching 
where the subscriber places his call as 
usual with the operator and the oper- 
ator dials directly the called number 
in the distant town or city, was taken 
in 1943 when a new toll office was cut 
into service in Philadelphia. The new 
office houses automatic apparatus which 
forms part of a switching system par- 
ticularly suited to handling toll and 
long distance calls in metropolitan 
areas. This highly successful installa- 
tion, which offers substantial improve- 
ments in quality and speed of service, 
has helped materially in meeting the 
wartime congestion of toll and 


long 


distance calls in the area around Phil- 
adelphia. Further installations of like 
character in other important cities and 
orderly expansion of this type of auto- 
matic switching throughout the nation- 
wide long distance network will be im- 
portant features of postwar construc- 
tion, Mr. Gifford stated. 


Automatic Ticketing 

It has been possible, without inter- 
fering with the war effort, to make lim- 
ited installations of certain new types 
of equipment where the experience to 
be gained will be useful in further de- 
velopment after the One such 
development, known as “automatic 
ticketing,” will ultimately enable sub- 
scribers in metropolitan areas to dial 
directly a substantial part of their calls 
to nearby points which they now have 
to place through an operator. A form 
of such equipment has been put into 
commercial use in a suburban office in 
the Los Angeles metropolitan area. Its 
distinctive feature is that the equip- 


war. 


ment automatically prepares for each ~ 


call a printed ticket showing all the in- 
formation needed for charging the call 
to the calling subscriber. Equipment of 
this character appropriate to various 
conditions will make it possible to in- 
crease materially the number of toll 
calls, said the A.T.&T. president. 

Charges for certain interstate serv- 
ices furnished mainly by the A.T.&T. 
Long Lines Department were substan- 
tially reduced early in 1943, with an 
annual saving of about $35,000,000 to 
users of private line telephone and tele- 
graph services, and to radio broadcast- 
ing stations, and in overtime rates to 
users of long distance message tele- 
phone service. Early in 1944, further 
reductions in Long Lines Department 
revenues and corresponding reductions 
in charges to the public, amounting to 
about $10,000,000 annually, were agreed 
to. The Long Lines rates are under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal 
Communications Commission, which has 
jurisdiction over interstate rates only. 
The commission has insisted that the 
earnings from such rates should be con- 
sidered by themselves, regardless of 
system earnings, and has in- 
sisted that, when so considered, they 
produced a return greater than could 
be justified—this in spite of the fact 
that the return resulted from the ex- 
traordinary wartime volume of long 
distance calls and the temporary over- 
loading of the long distance plant. 

During 1943 and early in 1944, some 
of the associated Bell system companies 
reduced rates for certain of their long 
distance services. The annual saving to 
their customers amounted to $11,000,- 
000. No general changes affecting ex- 
change rates were made. 

With current wartime controls, the 
rate of increase in expenses has been 


overall 


in part offset by the overloading of the 
telephone plant with the resu! that 
increased costs associated wi'h  jp- 
creased investment have not ben as 
much as they would have been in >eace- 
time for the same increase in business 
handled. Even with this tempora -y off- 


set, which will disappear with t!e res- 
toration of normal operations, t!« Bell 
system’s earnings as a whole »n in- 


vested capital are currently les: than 
would be considered necessary in »eace- 
time, if the credit of the system is to 


be kept at a high level, Mr. Gifford 
pointed out. 

In 1943, Bell System operating reve- 
nues were $1,648,077,000, an increase 
of $178,814,000, or 
1942. Operating expenses before taxes 
increased $114,194,000, or 12.2 per cent. 
After taxes, operating income and other 
income totaled $236,237,000, or $14, 
096,000 more than in 1942. Interest 
charges increased $382,000. 
on average total invested capital—long 
term debt and stockholders’ equity — 


12.2 per cent over 


Earnings 


were 5.7 per cent as compared with 5.4 
per cent in 1942. The net income of the 
applicable to American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. stock for 1945 
was $177,769,000, or $9.50 per 
compared with $8.79 in 1942. 


system 
share, 


Net income of the company for 1945 
(which includes the company’s interest 
in earnings of subsidiaries only to the 
extent that such earnings have 
received as dividends) 
pared with $8.72 per share in 1942. 


been 
was $9.00, com- 


Federal Taxes Jump 17% 

Total taxes of the Bell System com- 
panies, including the Western Electric 
Co. and the Bell Telephone Labora- 
tories, were $449,314,000 in 1943, com- 
pared with $398,732,000 in 1942. Of the 
total taxes, federal taxes were $302,- 
876,000, an increase of $44,261,000, o1 
17 per cent over 1942. The total tax bill 
amounted to $23.29 per share of 
A.T.&T. stock, which is $14.76 per 
share more than in 1939. 

Certain excise taxes borne directly 
by telephone users are added to all tele- 
phone bills and collected by the tele- 
phone companies on behalf of the fed- 
eral government. The amount so col- 
lected by Bell System companies during 
1943 amounted to $170,000,000. 

At the end of 1943, there were 651,- 
711 stockholders of record of the 
A.T.&T.. This is 8,690 more than at 
the end of 1942. 
of shares held per 
end of 1943 was 29. 


The average number 
stockholder at the 


For the second successive year, sales 
of the Western Electric Co., including 
its subsidiaries, far exceeded those of 
any previous year, amounting to $714,- 
338,000 — an increase of 24 per cent 
over 1942. Sales to the United States 
government, $596,112,000, represented 
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g3 por cent of the total and compared 
with $309,013,000 the previous year. 
Sales to the Bell telephone companies 
declined greatly and consisted mainly 


of materials for maintenance and re- 
pail and essential items of carrier, 
switchboards and other equipment for 


the extension of long distance circuits. 
rnings of the Western Electric 
Co., including its subsidiaries, were 
$13,300,300, as compared with earnings 


is?) 


of $14,100,000 in 1942 before giving 
effect to certain prior years’ taxes 
charged to 1942 results. The year’s 


earnings resulted largely from its op- 
erations on government contracts and 
are subject to renegotiation. 

Wor 

The employes in the Bell System, in- 
cluding Western Electric and the Bell 
laboratories, numbered 439,200 at the 
end of the year, an increase of 29,200 
over the number at the end of 1942. In 
order to obtain this increase and to 
provide replacements for losses to the 
armed forces and other separations, it 
was necessary to employ 214,000 people, 
most of whom were women. At the end 
of 1943, the number of men amounted 
to 141,500 while the women numbered 
297,700, or 68 per cent of the force. The 
ratio of women to men is the highest 
in Bell experience. 

At the end of the there 
53,508 Bell System employes in the 
armed forces. Of the total, 50,433 were 
men and 3,075 were women. In addi- 
tion to the number still in the services, 
2.257 had received discharges because 
of age or physical disability and had 
returned to their companies. 

The total payroll of the Bell System 


increases Women Employes 


year, were 


for 1943, including Western Electric 
and the Bell laboratories, was $967,- 
410,000, an increase of $119,026,000 
over 1942. 


Since January 1, 1943, wage increases 
totaling $30,500,000 on an annual basis 
have been put into effect and others 
totaling $11,000,000 are awaiting War 
Labor Board approval. 
there are a few cases pending before 
the WLB in which agreement on wage 
increases could not be reached between 
the company and the union. Progres- 
sion increases in wage rates normally 
made as employes’ services and experi- 
ence increase, not included in the above, 
amounted for the year 1943 to $21,000,- 
000. The schedules of pay of Bell Sys- 
tem employes are the highest yet. 

The pension trust funds of the Bell 
System companies, including Western 
Electric and the Bell laboratories, 
amounted to $444,386,000 at the end of 
1943. accruals added to the 
trust funds during the year amounted 
to approximately $54,853,000, or 5.7 
per cent of the payroll. Pension dis- 
bursements from trust funds during 
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Pension 


In addition,', 























the year were $10,871,000. At the end 
of the year, there were 8,269 men and 
4,176 women, or a total of 12,445 on 
the service pension payrolls. Other 
payments made under the plan to about 
75,000 employes in 1943 totaled $15,- 
446,000. 

“Two years of war have tested the 
Bell System’s character and its ca- 
pacity to serve the nation. Good tele- 
phone service is vital to victory and 
have demanded the utmost 
efforts to insure that every war tele- 
phone need be met. The results have 
contributed to the extraordinary accom- 
plishments of American industry and 
the progress of our fighting forces all 
over the world. Ships, planes, tanks and 
guns have been produced in vast quan- 
tities, and men trained and equipped to 
win victories, with a speed which would 
hardly have been possible without swift 


events 


and plentiful telephone communica- 
tion,” Mr. Gifford said in his annual 
report. 


“The war achievement of America is 
based on the heritage of freedom that 
America is waging war to 
The things we are fighting for are the 


preserve. 


things that will enable us to win. Our 
system of freedom of private enter- 
prise has outmatched the productive 


accomplishments of every other coun- 
try in the world, and our telephone 
service meets the requirements of 
American industry, and heightens its 
pace, because the telephone industry 
itself has had the stimulus of free- 
GWE. é<2. 


and women have 
learned to work skillfully together as 
a team; abilities of individuals have 
recognized and supervisory and 
management positions have been filled 
from the ranks. This policy has built 
up the collective experience necessary 
to meet the emergency of war and to 
train the great numbers of younger 
people. The system has been able 
to expand its service because over the 
years it has permitted, under 


“Telephone men 


been 


been 


regulation, to earn enough money to 
4 
ipay good wages and also to pay a rea- 


sonable return on the savings invested 
in the business, sufficient to attract the 
new capital needed to meet growing de 
mands. 

“Above all, the complement of free- 
dom is the sense of responsibility which 
selephone people call the spirit of serv- 
ice. In this war the spirit of service is 
the spirit of victory, and the men and 
women of the Bell System, in whom 
this spirit lives, may be relied on to do 
their utmost,” Mr. Gifford concluded. 
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Norman Ott of Lincoln (Neb.) 
T.&T. Dies Suddenly 

G. Norman Ott, 50, advertising man- 
ager of the Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. since 1935, died sud- 
denly February 19 of a heart attack. 
His brother, Kendrick C. Ott, died just 
20 days before under almost the same 
circumstances at his home, following 
apparent recovery from a heart attack. 

Mr. Ott joined the telephone company 
in 1919 in the addressograph division 
of the general accounting department. 
In 1935 he took over editorship of the 
house organ, Lincoln Telephone News, 
and also was in charge of advertising. 
He was born in Tekamah, Neb., where 
his father operated a weekly newspaper. 
His first newspaper enterprise was at 
Surprise, where he edited a weekly for 
years. Later he bought the 
Gazette and Advocate, two weeklies in 
College View (now a part of Lincoln), 
and consolidated them. 


An ardent football fan, Mr. Ott had 
one of the greatest collections of pic- 
tures and data about Nebraska’s Corn- 
huskers in existence, and this was on 
display during homecoming week. 


several 


Mr. Ott was a most interesting wriver 
with a keen sense of humor, never un- 
kindly used. He belonged to the Lincoln 
Advertising Club and the Independent 
Pioneer Telephone Association. 

He leaves, besides his parents, three 
Sgt. Beverly, now in the south- 
Pacific; Pfe. Wayne E., 
where in England, and James G., Glen- 
dale, Calif. 


sons, T 


west some- 
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Voice Mirror Aids 
Linguists in Army 

Telephone operators and the Yale 
Army Specialized Training Program 
men have a mutual interest in accents. 
That’s why Connecticut operators have 
lent a Voice Mirror to the Yale unit 
for the duration. 

When a Voice Mirror was placed in 
a servicemen’s telephone center in 
Conn., by the Southern New 
England Telephone Co. as a special at- 
traction to amuse soldiers waiting for 
calls, the ASTP men took over. At 
first it was a joke to try some of the 
more memorable Japanese, Burmese or 
Russian phrases learned in their lan- 
guage but long the 
men were using the machine in earnest 
to capture elusive pronunciations. 


Darien, 


courses, before 


Recently the Yale unit was offered 
a Voice Mirror which it can call its 
own until the war is over, so the boys 
are now learning, with the aid of the 
Mirror, just the tone to 
friends and influence the right people 
on foreign shores. 


proper wih 
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When troops are put ashore at Attu... at Tarawa... at Anzio 
. among the first articles to be unpacked are field sets, field switch- 
boards, reels of wire and similar communication items. For every combat 
operation requires a sure means of communication — and telephones pro- 


vide maximum speed and dependability. 


Here at home our vast network of telephone wires also carries the bulk 
of important wartime messages—just as essential to efficient production 


control as its front line counterpart is to military control. 


Such essential services must not be relaxed. Our part in producing field 
equipment to the very limit of our capacity—your part in keeping your sys- 
tem at its best—both are vital. If engineering advice and assistance will 
help you in maintaining operating efficiency, let us know. Regardless of the 
size and type of your exchange, our knowledge and experience are yours for 


the asking. 


AUTOMATIC + ELECTRIC 


NATORS AND DEVELOPERS OF 









MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 


Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 
AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CORPORATION, Chicago 7, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: INTERNATIONAL AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CORPORATION 








CCORDING to a recent press re- 
A lease, the Bell System expects 
to save, this year, several hun- 
dred tons of critical material by rede- 
signing telephone booths. It is claimed 
that this redesign of the 8,000 booths 
required for civilian and war needs will 
effect a saving of approximately 300 
tons of steel, 95 tons of rubber com- 
pound and 35 tons of brass and bronze. 
A total of 15 different parts of the 
booths have been revamped. One large 
saving in steel was made possible by 
lining the booths with compressed 
wood pulp instead of sheet steel, 23 
pounds of which had previously been 
used in each booth. Even the old bronze 
door-hinges have been replaced by a 
wooden variety. 


Sound travels in the form of waves 
as a series of condensations and rare- 
factions of the air particles. In the 
outdoors, friction with these particles 
eventually destroys the sound. In 
striking an obstacle in their passage 
through air, the sound waves are af- 
fected in one of several ways—they are 
turned back, they flow around the ob- 
structions or they are absorbed. 
when a sound wave 
strikes a plastered wall, about 3 per 
cent of the energy is absorbed and the 
remaining 97 per cent is turned back, 
or reflected, into the room. The force 
continues on just like a thrown object. 
When it strikes a pillar or column, 
very little is absorbed, some is reflected, 
and most of the wave flows around the 
obstruction. 


For example, 


Since these waves travel at an av- 
erage speed of 1,120 feet per second, 
it is readily seen that the reflected 
sound in the above example must travel 
back and forth across the room many 
times before all of the energy is ab- 
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sorbed by the walls, ceiling and floor. 
Here lies the basis for 
in average rooms. Sound from speak- 
ing noises are sustained for long 
periods of time by this bounding back 
and forth of the waves. Hence, each 
new sound overlaps the older sounds, 
resulting in a mixture of them all. 


poor acoustics 


The confusing effect of this vibratory 
action on speech in any manual switch- 
board operating room can be easily 
The remedy is accomplished by 
simply placing sound-conditioning ma- 
These 


seen. 


terials on the ceilings and walls. 





MEET THE AXEES 


The Gremlins of Accidents 











Who's the guy who makes you wish he 
Hadn't made the rug go swishy? 

Who puts buckets on the stairway, 
Makes you walk the I-don’t-care way? 
Well, just open wide your eye; 

You'll find him hiding there—it's Sly! 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 











materials absorb a far greater propor- 
tion of sound energy than do ordinary 
building materials, such as 
plaster, steel, concrete and glass. 


wood, 


Since the Plant Engineering Agency 
moved from Washington, D. C. to 
Philadelphia one year ago the writer 
has made more than 55 round-trips by 
train between these two cities. If you 
don’t consider this quite a chore, just 
try riding one of the wartime crowded 
trains on any eastern railroad. 


We overheard an argument recently 
on the comparative holding powers of 
three-bolt guy clamps and guy clips. 
These so-called clips are “U” bolts with 
a cross-member held in place across 
the open end by two nuts. Riggers have 
always preferred the guy clip, although 
telephone companies in general have 
preferred the three-bolt guy clamps. 
One authority consulted stated that 
while the clips will hold if enough of 
them are installed, there is danger 
that the strand may be injured. This 
is especially true if the clip is not in- 
stalled properly. Standard three-bolt 
clamps installed on an 18,000-pound 
strand held 19,800 pounds without slip- 
ping. We have never heard of three- 
bolt guy clamps causing even the slight- 
est trouble on strand of any kind if 
they are properly installed. 


* 


In the not far distant future, we 
believe the busy executive will have a 
telephone and voice recorder installed 
in his automobile, plane and boat as 
well as in his office. This arrangement 
will not only conserve time but also 
energy of the individual. 
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FIGHTING TODAY - 
READY FOR TOMORROW! 


Phillips products today are fighting on every front —in tanks, planes and ships— in combat 
communication networks — in telephone exchanges and war factories in the battle of production 
at home. 


Wherever Phillips products are used, Phillips dependability proves itself equal to the test. 
Careful supervision and control of every step in: manufacture, from raw material to finished goods, 
insures rugged quality which stands up unflinchingly to the severest demands of wartime service. 

This stamina will be equally welcome when peacetime needs can again be met and when 
Phillips wires, cables, cords, relays and other products will again be available throughout the 
world — through the globe-circling distribution of International Automatic Electric Corporation 


and its subsidiaries. 
J eS 
EEL]? 


TELEPHONE WIRE AND CABLE 
TELEGRAPH WIRE 


PRIVATE AND PUBLIC TELEPHONE 
EXCHANGE EQUIPMENT 


MAGNET, AUTOMOTIVE, AIRCRAFT TELEPHONES 
AND BUILDING WIRE TELEPHONE PROTECTIVE 
APPARATUS 


Electrical Conductors * Communication Equipment 


POWER CABLE 











TRANSMISSION CABLE 





General Distributors 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC (CANADA) LIMITED 


284 KING ST. WEST, TORONTO 
MONTREAL « OTTAWA «+ BROCKVILLE + HAMILTON + WINNIPEG + REGINA + EDMONTON + VANCOUVER 
TERNAT a6). 120) 7-118); 


Repair with NICOPRESS SLEEVES 
and Maintain Top Service! 


Save—but don’t save at the cost of service. People 
nowadays are so dependent on telephone service a life 
may well hang on those slender wires strung over the 
countryside. And, proper maintenance is so simple with 
Nicopress repair sleeves there’s no need to risk old, noisy 
joints and possible line failure. 


Distributed By 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 


SALES CORPORATION 


1033 WEST VAN BUREN STREET * CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 
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Nicopress 


by far the 
best method of making 
a line splice 





1. This is a Nicopress splicing 
sleeve as you buy it. The splice 
you make with it will be tight 
as a weld. The conductors will 
not pull out. 





2. The Nicopress sleeve is made 
with a groove that stops the 
wire at the center of the sleeve 
—with side cutting pliers the 
sleeve may be pinched close to 
center groove, thus holding the 
wire in place. 





3. The sleeve is then compressed 
with the easy to handle Nicopress 

Tool—and the splice 
is completed... it’s 





quick, efficient, 
economical 
and strong! 





The National 
Telephone Supply 
mpany 


CLEVELAND 3, OHIO 


Cenodion Mfr.—N. SLATER CO., LTD., 
HAMILTON, ONT., CANADA 


Export Distributor 








INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ELECTRIC 
CORP., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Quinlan (Okla.) Exchange 
To Close April 1 
Another small telephone exchange, 

owned by Elie Chastel at Quinlan, 
Okla. (pop. 500), will be added April 
1 to a list of more than 12 telephone 
properties which have abandoned serv- 
ice within the past few months because 
of insufficient revenues, shortage of help 
or a combination of these and other 
causes (TELEPHONY, Feb. 26, p. 30). 

Before the Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission finally acted on February 
19 by issuing an order authorizing 
abandonment of the telephone exchange 
service at Quinlan, B. Richardson, 
telephone engineer, at the request of 
the commission visited the community 
and tried to assist the owner to find 
a purchaser or lessee for the property, 
or to induce subscribers to take over 
the property. These efforts failed be- 
cause of the low revenues from the 
subscribers and the fact that no one 
could be found to operate the switch- 
board. 


Vv 


Still Impose Telephone 
Surcharges; Hotels Sued 

Two suits have been filed by the De- 
partment of Justice at the request of 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion against 33 New York and 23 Chi- 
cago hotels, the New York Telephone 
Co., the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., and 
the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. The defendants were charged with 
violating a commission order in an in- 
junction suit to prohibit the collection 
of surcharges or service charges on 
interstate and foreign long distance 
telephone calls. 

The government’s complaint charges 
that the hotels are illegally collecting 
such additional charges from the public 
in violation of tariffs of the telephone 
companies on file with the FCC for- 
bidding their collection. The govern- 


ment asks the court to order the hotels 
to cease collecting such extra charges 
on long distance calls and to enjoin the 
telephone companies from rendering 
long distance service to the hotels as 
long as they continue the illegal prac- 
tice. 


The court is also asked to issue a 
preliminary restraining order prohibit- 
ing immediately the collection of sur- 
charges for the reason that persons 
now illegally compelled to pay them to 
the hotels would otherwise have diffi- 
culty in recovering their money. 

Since the telephone companies have 
offered to pay the hotels a 15 per cent 
commission on interstate and foreign 
long distance calls if they stop collect- 
ing the surcharges, the motion states 
that an immediate restraining order 
would not result in any material injury 
to the hotels. 

In the public notice issued by the 
commission on February 16, it was 
pointed out that the collection of sur- 
charges on interstate and foreign long 
distance calls at any hotel served by 
the Bell Telephone System or a con- 
necting company anywhere in_ the 
United States, was a violation of law. 

After investigation showed that the 
surcharge order was being ignored, the 
Department of Justice filed a_ suit 
against 27 hotels and against telephone 
companies in the District of Columbia 
on February 19 (TELEPHONY, Feb. 26, 
p. 32). 

The hotels named in the suit filed 
in Chicago on February 24 are: Aller- 
ton, Ambassador East, Ambassador 
West, Atlantic, Belden Stratford, Bis- 
marck, Blackstone, Chicagoan, Drake, 
Eastgate, Edgewater Beach, Knicker- 


bocker, LaSalle, Morrison, Palmer 
House, Parkway, Seneca, Sheridan 
Plaza, Sherman, St. Clair, Stevens, 


Webster, and Windemere. 


The hotels named in the suit filed in 
New York on February 23 are: Astor, 
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Down 70 the Sea tn AUTOCAKS { 


Autocar Trucks on the home front, like Autocar Trucks at the 


fighting fronts, are doing heavy-duty work. Here, for example, 


California’s Bigge Drayage Company hauls a 60-ton hull section 
of a prefabricated warship for Henry J. Kaiser. The truck and 
trailer assembly is 105 feet long. The hull section is 261 feet 
high. And as the 38-wheeled combination moves along eight 
miles of city streets, telephone and electric-railway wires must 


be raised to let it pass. ...In war or peace, Autocar is a 





famous name for heavy-duty work. 


AUTOCAR pox 


MANUFACTURED IN ARDMORE, PA. BUY WAR BONDS 


SERVICED BY FACTORY BRANCHES FROM COAST TO COAST and keep the 
Bonds You Buy! 
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IDENTIFIES THE QUALITY 
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LOVER 35 YEARS SERVICE TO THE UTILITIES 








Barbizon-Plaza, Barclay, Chatham 
House, Park Lane, Biltmore, Bucking- 
ham, Ambassador, Belmont Plaza, 
Chesterfield, Commodore, Delmonico, 
Essex House, Gotham, Great Northern, 
Hampshire House, Lexington, Lincoln, 
Murray-Hill, New Yorker, Park Cen- 
tral, Pennsylvania, Pierre, Ritz Carl- 
ton, Ritz Towers, St. Moritz, St. Regis, 
Savoy Plaza, Sherry Netherland, Taft, 
Victoria, Waldorf Astoria and Welling- 
ton. 


The American Hotel Association an- 
nounced February 23 it would ask the 
Federal Communications Commission 
to rescind the telephone rate schedule 
under which New York hotels would 
be prohibited from adding their own 
service charges for interstate and long 
distance calls (TELEPHONY, Jan. 29, 
p. 28). The association said the charges 
have been made for many years to com- 
pensate “in part” for the expenses 
hotels incur on such calls. 


Vv 


Receives Rate Boost 
Despite OPA Objections 

The first major rate increase in for- 
mal proceedings since the Hope Natural 
Gas case, was approved by the Indiana 
Public Service Commission in allow- 
ing the United Telephone Co., Warsaw, 
to boost rates about 25 cents per sub- 
scriber per month. The commission 
gave consideration to present value as 
well as to original cost. 

The commission’s engineer placed 
depreciated original cost of the prop- 
erties at $2,751,836, whereas the com- 
mission made a fair value finding for 
rate-making purposes of $3,500,000. 
The commission cited Indiana state law 
which lists “current, fair cash value” 
as an element to be considered. Office 
of Price Administration objections to 
the United company rate increases were 
overruled. Dr. Lawrence Knappen, 
senior OPA rate analyst, testified that 
a return of 5% to 6 per cent was rea- 
sonable for a utility in Indiana. But he 
also claimed an increase of rates to 
produce such a return at the present 
time would be inflationary. 

The commission said a rate increase, 
necessary to allow a company to earn 
fixed charges (in this case estimated to 
allow somewhat less than 542 per cent 
return), was justified even though it 
might contribute to an _ inflationary 
spiral. The commission pointed out 
that the increase would be more than 
absorbed by higher wages granted by 
the same federal government which 
now seeks to block rate increases. The 
contention that federal surtaxes (no 
excess profits taxes involved) should 
not be charged to operating expenses, 
was also overruled. 


Request for Rehearing Denied 
Tennessee Labor Group 

The Tennessee Railroad & Publie 
Utilities Commission on February 21] 
denied and dismissed a petition of the 
Nashville Trades & Labor Council for 
reconsideration and rehearing of a re- 
cent order approving an approximate 
$180,000 annual reduction in the intra- 
state charges of the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. (TELEPHONY, 
Jan. 29, p. 28.) 

The order was signed by two mem- 
bers, Chairman Porter Dunlap and 
Commissioner John Hammer, who also 
signed the original order approving the 
rate reduction. Commissioner’ Leon 
Jourolmon, Jr., who dissented sharply 
on the original order, taking issue be- 
cause the rate reduction was not larger, 
will aid the labor council to carry its 
case to the courts, it was announced 
February 25. 

The council voted unanimously at a 
night session to take the case to court, 
asking that the commission be com- 
pelled to rehear all testimony in the 
long-standing case. 

The recent order of the majority also 
took issue with Commissioner Jourol- 
mon’s dissent over a $5,000 fee paid 
special counsel hired by the commission 
for the telephone case and which was 
subsequently paid by the Southern Bell 
after the rate compromise was reached. 
Mr. Jourolmon had contended the com- 
mission had agreed to pay 
counsel only $1,500. 


special 


The next move in the case, which has 
produced an apparently irreconcilable 
breach on the utilities commission was 
expected February 28 when Commis- 
sioner Jourolmon planned to _ issue 
another dissent, this one aimed at the 
majority order rejecting the council’s 
petition. The court case will probably 
be filed in chancery court within the 
next 30 days. 


Vv 


Priority System Established 
By Lincoln (Neb.) T. & T. 

On the ground that it is reasonable 
and necessary for telephone companies 
to place limitations upon service be- 
cause of the scarcity of critical mate- 
rials and because of the restrictions 
placed by the War Production Board, 
the Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion has granted permission to the Lin- 
coln (Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to establish these priorities where 
facilities are insufficient to meet the de- 
mand for service: 

(a) Those entitled to priorities be- 
cause of some order, regulation or re- 
quirement of the federal government 
or any of its agencies; (b) change of 
address for business service within the 
same exchange; (c) change of address 
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for residence service within the same 
exchange; (d) applications for new 
business service and additions to exist- 
ing business service, and (e) applica- 
tions for new residence service and ad- 
ditions to existing residence service. 


Vv 


Owners of Oklahoma Exchanges 
Compromise on Toll Matter 

More than 500 subscribers of the 
telephone exchange at Ames and Ring- 
wood, Okla., have been deprived of free 
use of a rural line between the two 
exchanges since December, 1943. This 
was due to a dispute over sharing of 
revenues between A. L. McFadden, 
owner of the Ringwood Telephone Co., 
and L. B. Wheeler, owner of the Ames 
Telephone Co. (TELEPHONY, Feb. 5, 
p. 31.) 

At the close of the hearing February 
23, both owners verbally agreed to a 
compromise suggested by the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission. Mr. McFad- 
den will purchase a half interest in 
the line from Mr. Wheeler, while the 
latter will pay an overdue bill for a 
share of revenues collected by Mr. 
Wheeler and claimed to be due to Mr. 
McFadden. 

In the future the two will divide 
revenues obtained from 14 subscribers 
who are connected to the 13-mile 
combination rural and toll line. 

The commission took the case under 
advisement and withheld a_ decision 
pending the carrying into effect of the 
proposed agreement. In the meantime 
both owners promised to restore the 
privilege enjoyed by subscribers of both 
exchanges for the past 23 years, to talk 
from one exchange to the other with- 
out toll charges. Heretofore, 250 sub- 
scribers connected to the Ames ex- 
change and 278 connected to the Ring- 
wood exchange, and the 14 rural sub- 
scribers living along the Ames-Ring- 
wood line, could talk to each other in 
the adjoining exchange area and to 
telephone subscribers at Meno, without 
toll charges. After the dispute arose 
last December and Mr. McFadden cut 
off the free service through his ex- 
change, subscribers of both companies 
had to pay 10 cents a call between the 
exchanges. 


Vv 


Asks for Increased Rates; 
Votes on Stockholder Policy 

The Campbell (Neb.) Telephone Co., 
through its secretary, Paul Bartels, has 
applied to the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission for authority to add 25 
cents a month to existing rates. The 
following rates were requested: 


Individual business, company-owned, 
$1.55; business, subscriber-owned, 
$1.25; party business, company-owned, 
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If you have a tough assignment 
for DROP WIRE—TRY ACORN 
Increased facilities enables us to 
handle your limited essential re- 


quirements now. 


ACORN INSULATED WIRE COMPANY, INC. 
225 King Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
LEICH SALES CORP., 427 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
LINDSAY SUPPLY CO., 4815 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland 


ACCURACY 
In Locating Faults 
Soon Pays For 


Type U Test Set 





5430-A 
TYPE U 
TEST SET 


Because it helps to send lineman, repair truck, boat or cableship directly 
to the exact location of a line or cable fault, a Type U Test Set should pay 
for itself as quickly as almost any piece of telephone equipment. One user, 
employing it for submarine cable, has had the instrument earn its purchase 
price in each one of several cable-clearing emergencies. 

This Test Set is a Wheatstone bridge, highly specialized to meet specific 
telephone needs. A single switch completes all internal connections for Murray, 
Varley or Hilborn loop tests, or for straight resistance. Quick, easy directions 
for figuring distances by each loop are in lid of set. 


This Set is completely described in Catalog E-53-441(1), sent on request. 
Jrl Ad E-53-441(5a) 





be LEEDS & NORTHRUP COMPANY, 4981 STENTON AVE. PHILA. 44, PA. 
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| } LEEDS & NORTHRUP 


MEASURING INSTRUMENTS - TELEMETERS ~- 





A Slogan For Every American 


GUTOMATIC CONTROLS . NEAT. TREATING FURMACER 
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$1.35, subscriber-owned, $1.05; indivi- 
dual residence, company-owned, $1.15; 
subscriber-owned, 85 cents; party resi- 
dence, company-owned, $1.05; sub- 
scriber-owned, 75 cents. 


Mr. Bartels says that higher labor 
and material costs have made neces- 
sary larger revenues in order to main- 
tain equipment. 

At the annual meeting it was voted 
that only stockholders will be allowed 
hereafter to own their stations, and 
that those owning their own equipment 
and who are not stockholders be al- 
lowed to sell their equipment to the 
company. 


Vv 


Operates at 10-Year Loss; 
Commission Increases Rates 

Increases in rates ranging from 10 
cents a month to 65 cents were allowed 
the Hamilton County Farmers Tele- 
phone Association, Aurora, Neb. in an 
order entered February 25 by the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission. Al- 
though the Office of Price Administra- 
tion was notified, it entered no protest 
and no one appeared at the hearing in 
objection to the request. 

All the exchanges operated by the 
association are located in Hamilton 
county, except Doniphan, which is lo- 


cated in Hall county, and Trumbull, in 
Clay county. As of October 31, 1943, 
there were 2,065 subscribers. All re- 
ceive system-wide service under regu- 
lar exchange rates. The stock is widely 
held, there being more than 1,400 on 
the list. The company belongs very 
largely to the persons served, and di- 
rectors and officers are interested only 
in being able to maintain good service 
and to meet operating emergencies. 

Investigation by the commission dis- 
closed that operation for the last 10 
years has been at a loss. This included 
$12,000 loss in one sleet storm. The 
company has been able to go along be- 
cause maintenance has been more or 
less neglected, due in part to loss of 
employes. Operating losses have con- 
tinued. For 1943 revenues were $43,- 
272, and operating revenues and deduc- 
tions $48,377, a loss of $5,465. 

Chief Accountant Schnell advised 
the commission that the proposed rates 
would add only $1,840 a year to reve- 
nues, and while the new division of toll 
revenues will add to income, unless 
there is a substantial increase in sta- 
tions, future operations will continue 
at a loss. Obviously, he added, under 
such circumstances the determination 
of a rate basis and a reasonable return 
thereon would be an idle gesture. 


HEMINGRAY 
GLASS INSULATORS 


NON-POROUS 
NON-DETERIORATING 

HIGH MECHANICAL STRENGTH 
HIGH DIELECTRIC STRENGTH 
UNIFORM EXPANSION 


TRANSPARENT 


INSULATORS THAT CAN “TAKE IT” 


FOR PROMPT DELIVERY ORDER FROM 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
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EVERY TELEPHONE POST 
A BATTLE STATION 


“Every post in the telephone 
business is a battle station. Let 
us man our battle stations with 
the same loyalty and determina- 
tion as our fellow-employes, our 
loved ones, and our friends are 
manning their battle stations on 
the fighting fronts throughout the 
world.”— L. R. THURSTON, 
president of the United Telephone 
Co. of Pennsylvania, speaking at 
an employes meeting. 











The schedule of gross rates, effective 
April 1, are: 


Aurora exchange: Individual busi- 
ness, desk set, $4.25, desk and wall, 
$4.00; either type telephone subscriber 
owns, and two shares common stock, 
$3.75; individual residence, desk set, 
$2.50, desk and wall, $2.25; two-party 
line, desk set, $2.25, desk and wall, 
$2.00. 

Doniphan, Giltner, Hampton, Hord- 
ville, Marquette, Phillips, Stockham 
and Trumbull exchanges: Individual 
business, desk set, $3.50, desk and wall, 
$3.25; either type telephone subscriber 
owns, and two shares common stock, 
$3.00; individual residence, desk set, 
$2.25, desk and wall, $2.00. 

Service connection charges for stock- 
holders’ stations: All rural stockholders, 
a minimum of $1.50 where the distance 
to the station and back to the office 
where the subscriber is being served is 
not more than 10 miles; for distances 
more than 10 miles an additional 
charge of five cents per mile; all urban 
stockholders’ stations to be at the same 
rate as now on file for company-owned 


stations. 
VV 


Lincoln (Neb.) City Council 
Refuses Occupation Tax Hike 

The Lincoln (Neb.) city council at 
its February 25 session declined con- 
sideration of a resolution introduced 
by Councilman Wilkinson, who has also 
filed for the state legislature, citing the 
officers of the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. to appear and show 
cause why its occupation tax should 
not be increased from 1 per cent to 5 
per cent. 

Mayor Marti declared the motion 
lost for want of a second and recited 
that the company had made a full and 
satisfactory showing some weeks ago 
in response to a similar resolution. Mr. 
Wilkinson has a 5 per cent ordinance 
on file. 


Vv 


Becomes Commission Candidate 
in Nebraska 

John B. Quinn, barred two years 
ago from being a candidate for the 
Republican nomination for commis- 
sioner on the Nebraska State Railway 
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Fifty Years to Build It— 
But the Job Was Done Right! 


Fifty years seems like a long time, but it is not too long for the building of a good 
Calculagraph. 



















You can’t make a satisfactory Calculagraph without experience, and experience 
requires time. 


The Calculagraph stands at the top of the list for efficiency, durability, and low cost 
because it represents the best experience of the kind available. The foremost mechanics 
of America have, from time to time, put their genius into the Calculagraph. 


In addition to this, Calculagraphs have always been made from the highest grade 
materials. That’s why they last indefinitely . . . which is very important in these times. 


This inexpensive machine saves operators many hours of time, as it automatically 
prints the exact elapsed time of toll calls in minutes and seconds and the time the 
conversation began. 


We'd like to send you full particulars. 


CALCULAGRAPH COMPANY 


310 SUSSEX STREET HARRISON, N. J. 


CALCULAGRAPH 


Accurate Toll Timing to the Second! 





Model 33 


Teammares ON THE FIRING LINE 
Be ccAN “s = 






At the battle-front—often un- 
der fire—the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps employs the desiccant- 
drying method. The cable-splic- 
ing operation is speeded up... 
burn accidents are eliminated ... 


take advantage of the benefits that 
Davison’s Protek-Sorb offers. 


Use the desiccant-drying method 
wherever possible and specify 
Davison’s Portek-Sorb Desiccant. 
cumbersome equipment is not necessary. Best of all, It pays dividends in time-savings, efficiency and safety. 
this method assures a drier splice . . . restoring quickly See your supplier for illustrated instruction sheets. 
the perfect voice transmission that prevents mis- 
understanding of vital battle orders. 


And—as Protek-Sorb Desiccant’s greater capacity CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
for moisture is an invaluable aid in this h , : 
do-or-die operation . . . YOUR cue is to Od Tey oc BALTIMORE-3, MD. 


Canadian exclusive sales agents for DAVCO SILICA GEL: CANADIAN INDUSTRIES LIMITED—GENERAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
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ct to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 


1944, FEB. 17 
TO OUR CUSTOMERS : 


CONTINUING OUR SURVEY OF THE PRACTICES, CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES 
THAT HAVE BEEN EXISTENT IN THE WIRE AND CABLE INDUSTRY OVER A PERIOD OF 
YEARS, WE ARE SATISFIED THAT THE ELIMINATION OF SOME OF THESE POLICIES 
CANNOT HELP BUT RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS TO ALL BRANCHES OF THE 
ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY, TO ALL CUSTOMERS AND TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 
AS OUR STUDIES DEVELOP THE NEED FOR CORRECTIVE MEASURES, WE WILL, IN 
LINE WITH OUR CONSISTENT POLICY, PROMPTLY INSTITUTE SUCH CHANGES AS 
EXPERIENCE AND CONSIDERED OPINION WARRANT. 


AT THIS TIME WE FEEL IT INCUMBENT UPON US TO ASSUME “CLEARANCE 
OF THE DECKS" IN RESPECT TO REELS, SPOOLS AND CASES WHICH ARE USED FOR 
THE SHIPMENT OF PRODUCTS OF OUR MANUFACTURE. 


EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, ALL GENERAL CABLE CORPORATION CONTAINERS WILL 
BE SHIPPED ON A "NO CHARGE" BASIS AND NO PAYMENT OR DEPOSIT WILL BE 
REQUIRED. 


WE HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT OPERATION OF THIS PLAN WILL RECEIVE THE 
SUPPORT AND COOPERATION OF ALL PARTIES AT INTEREST, ELIMINATING AS IT 
DOES THE PRESENT COSTLY AND MANPOWER-CONSUMING METHOD OF HANDLING 
CONTAINERS. IT IS REQUESTED THAT ALL GENERAL CABLE CORPORATION 
RETURNABLE TYPE CONTAINERS BE RETURNED PROMPTLY, FREIGHT COLLECT. 


WE WILL ALLOW CREDIT FOR THE RETURN OF ALL CONTAINERS YOU HAVE 
BEEN BILLED FOR AS CONTAINERS AND WHICH YOU HAVE PAID FOR, PROVIDED 
THEY ARE RETURNED IN GOOD CONDITION ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 28, 1945. 
AFTER THAT DATE, NO CREDIT WILL BE ALLOWED FOR THE RETURN OF CONTAINERS. 


THE COOPERATIVE EFFORT OF ALL CONCERNED WILL DETERMINE THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR POLICY AND OF OUR ABILITY TO CONTINUE IT. 


GENERAL CABLE CORPORATION.... 
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HEMINGRAYS 
ENDURE 


Put 
Money-Savers 
On All Your Lines 


These 








No. 9 Hemingray 


HEMINGRAYS don’t tax your op- 


erating budget. They actually 
save money because they outlive 
poles, hardware and crossarms; 
“keep up their money-saving ef- 
forts for 50 years”—one prominent 
utility reports. 


A SECRET glass “batch-mix” — 


climax of 87 years of experience 
—plus Owens-Illinois quality-con- 
trolled production, results in Hem- 
ingrays free of voids, stresses and 
strains . . . so homogeneous that 
sudden changes of temperature 
leave them unimpaired to work 
perfectly through sun, rain, hail, 
snow and sleet. 


3 FAVORITES ON RURAL LINES 


Sturdy, all-purpose Hemingray 
Number 16. Hemingray Number 
42, with its long leakage path 
keeping “toll” lines trouble-free. 
Number 9, with its drip point pet- 
ticoat for fast moisture run-off. 
Get samples. 


LOW IN COST and long in serv- 
ice-life. . . . As distributors, we 
recommend them. 


Distributed by: 


STROMBERG-CARLSON 
COMPANY 


Factory and General Offices: 
Rochester 3, N. Y., U.S.A. 
Branch Offices: 

Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, 
Toronto 
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Commission because he was not 30 
years of age, qualified recently as a 
candidate and has filed in opposition to 
Chairman Duane T. Swanson. 

Mr. Quinn was one of a group that 
nominated Kenneth Wherry as the sen- 
atorial candidate who retired George W. 
Norris from office, and he later served 
as deputy secretary of state. He re- 
signed that job recently to become Ne- 
braska manager for Governor Harold 
Stassen of Minnesota, entered in Ne- 
braska in the presidential preferential 
primary. 


Vv 


Illinois Company 
Receives Charter 

A charter was issued on January 24 
to the Mode Mutual Telephone Co., 
Mode, Ill., and the stringing of new 
lines and setting up new poles is under 
way. The company expects to be in op- 
eration at an early date, with Mrs. 
Beulah Jenkins as operator of the 
switchboard. 

Articles of dissolution were filed in 
the Shelby county circuit court Febru- 
ary 8 by Edward J. Hughes, secretary 
of state, for the Holland Township 
Telephone Co. This company served 
patrons of the community for more 
than 40 years. 

Officers of the new telephone company 
are: President, H. M. Lantz; vice presi- 
dent, Ralph Hoskins, secretary, Carl 
Rittgers, and treasurer, Delbert Lape. 


Vv 


Constructs Rural Lines 

The United Telephone Co., 
Nelson, manager, has constructed eight 
miles of rural multi-party telephone 
line from Collinsville to Vera, Okla. 
Subscribers in the latter town are 
served through the Collinsville exchange 
over three metallicized, No. 12 wire cir- 
cuits. About 25 subscribers are on the 
line. 


Joe M. 


Vv 
To Operate Telephone Line 


Incorporation papers were filed on 
January 28 with the Washington secre- 
tary of state by Marshall A. Neill, 
Pullman, for the Busby Telephone Co. 
The company will operate and main- 
tain a telephone line in Whitman 
county. 


Vv 


Withdraws Refund Proposal 

The Connecticut Public Utilities 
Commission recently decided not to 
order the Southern New England Tele- 
phone Co. to reduce its intrastate toll 
rates by making a refund of the in- 
creased share in toll revenues which it 
has received following the 1943 revi- 
sion of its Bell interstate toll contract. 


Seeks Commission Office 

CLARENCE M. Davis, Ord (Neb.) at- 
torney, runner-up for the Republican 
nomination for commissioner on _ the 
Nebraska State Railway Commission 
two years ago, has filed as a candidate 
against CHAIRMAN DUANE T. Sway- 
SON. He is the fourth entry in the 
Republican primary. 


Vv 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 

Federal Communications Commission 

February 16: Order issued granting 
construction permit to American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Dixon, Calif, 
for an additional transmitter in fixed 
public point-to-point telephone station. 

February 16: Order issued granting 
authority to the Long Lines Depart- 
ment of American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. to provide emergency service 
by leasing a telegraph line from the 
Michigan Home Telephone Co. between 
Ferrysburg and Muskegon, Mich., a 
distance of about 19 miles, and by op- 
erating the line in order to furnish 
public telegraph service near Muske- 
gon, as part of a private line telegraph 
network now being furnished to the 
Pennsylvania Central Airlines. 

February 16: Order issued granting 
authority to Long Lines Department of 
the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to provide emergency service by 
leasing a telegraph line from Inter- 
County Telephone & Telegraph Co. be- 
tween a point on the Dade-Collier 
County Line and Naples, Fla., a dis- 
tance of about 72 miles, to furnish pub- 
lic telegraph service at a site near 
Naples, Fla. 

February 23: Order issued granting 
authority to Mountain States Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. to supplement exist- 
ing facilities between Globe, Ariz., and 


Safford, Ariz., at an estimated cost of 
$12,400. 

March 22: Hearing on accounting 
procedure of the Pennsylvania Tele- 


phone Corp., Erie, Pa., to show cause 
why the commission should not refer 
the matter of accounting violations to 
the attorney general of the United 
States, for the institution and prosecu- 
tion of appropriate proceedings. 


Illinois Commerce Commission 
February 29: Hearing on complaint 
of William E. Stoeckel as to removal of 
pay-station in Chicago by the Illinois 
Bell Telephone Co. 


February 29: Hearing on complaint 
of Martin J. Carroll as to refusal of 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. to fur- 
nish telephone service to complainant 
in Chicago. 

arch 1: Hearing on petition of the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. for exemp- 
tion from certain of the provisions of 
general order 115 of the commission. 


Kansas Corporation Commission 


March 6: Hearing on complaint of 
A. Spurgeon against the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. with headquarters 
in St. Louis, Mo. 


Louisiana Public Service Commission 
March 7: Hearing on proposed in- 
crease in telephone rates of the Lee- 
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ville Telephone Co., Golden Meadow, 
at that city and at Galliano. 


Nebraska State Railway Commission 


March 14: Hearing on application of 
Hickman (Neb.) Telephone Co. for in- 
creased rates. 

April 14: Hearing on application of 
the Garfield Mutual Telephone Co. for 
an increase of rates at Burwell. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 


March 14: Hearing on application of 
Doyle Pope for re-establishment of his 
telephone connection with the exchange 
of the Southwestern States Telephone 
Co. at Noble. 


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 


February 18: Hearing on proposed 
merger of the Keystone Telephone Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa., with the Bell Tele- 
phone Co. of Pennsylvania at which 
objections were added by Philadelphia 
paper box manufacturers who stated 
that “generally speaking, the merger 
will not be advantageous to any busi- 
ness in Philadelphia.” 





Let's Back the 
Red Cross 


(Continued from page 15) 





tary and naval posts and hospitals to 
help our fighting men and their fam- 
ilies when personal trouble brews, a 
task in which the Red Cross chapter 
on the homefront ably does its share. 

At home the Red Cross must con- 
tinue to maintain a state of alertness. 
Disasters must be met as they occur. 
Nurse’s aides and first aiders must be 
trained and other educational projects 
continued. Food parcels for distribution 
to prisoners of war must be packed, 
surgical dressings made and the thou- 
sand-and-one details of administering a 
far-flung, busy organization must be 
attended. 

Telephone people will be especially 
interested in knowing about the com- 
munication service rendered by the Red 
Cross. Under special circumstances the 
Red Cross has helped countless relatives 
of servicemen establish contact with 
men in the field when other means 
failed. As authorized by medical 
officers, it supplemented military com- 
munications regarding the seriously 
sick and wounded, and gave the family 
additional details about a man’s illness 
or death. 

Home service of the Red Cross less- 
ened the strain of war for relatives of 
servicemen and other civilians by trans- 
mitting through the International Red 
Cross Committee messages and inquiries 
to and from persons in enemy or occu- 
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Back home, one contribution we 
can make to speed Victory is the 
conservation of tools poe poe 
ment. To help in this important 
job, Klein has prepared an illus- 
trated pocket manual on the care @ 
and correct use of tools to assure 
their long life. A copy will be 
sent to anyone interested. 


Today Klein Pliers are winning new 
friends among men whose tough jobs 
make quality pliers a necessity. When 
they return to peace-time occupations, 
many thousands of men who are in the 
armed forces, or who are engaged in 
the manufacture of war material, will 
have the same high regard for Klein 
tools that good workmen everywhere 
have had for almost a century. 
Meeting the demands of the Army, 
the Navy and essential industry is keep- 
ing the Klein plant busy, producing 
the tools so necessary to victory. No 
conversion or change will be needed 
to transform this production to peace- 
time needs as soon as the war is won. 
For Mathias Klein & Sons are today 
producing the tools they have always 
made—only more of them. 


ASK YOUR SUPPLIER 
Foreign Distributor: 
International Standard Electric Corp., New York 


WELTER comm MLE Nem & Sons 
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DEPENDABLE 
CROSS-ARMS 


You cannot buy better 
quality cross-arms than 
those which bear the 
American Cross-Arm, 
Inc. trade-mark — 


"DEPENDABLE". 


x DOUGLAS FIR 


%& CREOSOTED 
YELLOW PINE 


x GULF-RED 
CYPRESS 


W ell-seasoned — 
Shipped Promptly — 


As distributors, we 
recommend them. 


DISTRIBUTED BY: 


STROMBERG- 
CARLSON 
COMPANY 


Factory and General Offices: 
Rochester 3, N. Y., U.S. A. 


Branch Offices: 
Kansas City 
Toronto 


Chicago San Francisco 














pied countries. Greetings and family 
information were exchanged; illnesses, 
marriages, and deaths were reported; 
missing persons were located. 

A news dispatch from the battlefront 
in Italy states that no one who has 
seen a wounded man before and after 
a blood plasma administration “would 
ever wonder about its need and its God- 
helping work.” Time and again the 
medical men say: “When _ they’re 
brought in, you’d swear they won’t last 
to the clearing station. After the 
plasma, they’re demanding a cigarette.” 

A medical colonel tells of a soldier 
who, when a shell burst only 10 feet 
from him, suffered a jugular injury 
and also one to a large artery in the 
neck. He wouldn’t have lived 15 min- 
utes, but four plasma units were trans- 
fused. Now he is recovering. Any man 
at the front has a memory full of such 
incidents. 

Amazing as the progress of Red 
Cross service has been, tomorrow calls 
for an even greater expansion. Expan- 
sion of its services is the result of the 
extended battlefront, calling for more 
of everything that is needed to dis- 
charge the Red Cross obligation to the 
armed forces. All activities of the Red 
Cross are financed by voluntary gifts 
and contributions, therefore it is ex- 
tremely necessary for everyone in 
America to get behind the national 
quota of $200,000,000 for 1944. The 
quota for the Chicago chapter area 
alone is $12,000,000. 


To illustrate the tremendous growth 
of the Red Cross, the paid personnel of 
the Chicago chapter in peacetime was 
approximately 45 while it has now in- 
creased in wartime to more than 1,000, 
according to James B. Forgan, presi- 
dent of the Chicago chapter. 

Even in wartime, Red Cross services 
are required in the demobilization and 
discharge for disability of soldiers, sail- 
ors, marines, and air servicemen. Their 
problems are difficult ones, and veter- 





ans and their families will require the 
help of the Red Cross for many years 
to come. 

You know you are helping someone 
when you give to the Red Cross. It is 
no idle boast when the Red Cross in- 
forms the public, through posters and 
advertising, that giving to the i944 
War Fund makes it possible for the Red 
Cross to be at the side of our fighting 
men all over the world—and that means 
someone YOU know, because just 
about every telephone family has a 
member in. the armed services. 

And after making a financial contri- 
bution to the Red Cross, those who are 
well and healthy can make a further 
sacrifice by donating blood that may 
save the life of another. What greater 
contribution is there to humanity? 
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C. H. Judson, Telephone 
Pioneer, Dies 

From C. W. Forbes of Santa Cruz, 
Calif., TELEPHONY has received word 
of the recent death at 83 of Clarence H. 
Judson, for many years one of the best 
known Independent telephone men of 
the West. Mr. Judson died at Boulder 
Creek, Calif. 

In 1901, Mr. Judson was a member 
of executive committee of the National 
Independent Telephone Association (the 
name of the organization which was 
formed in 1897). He entered the tele- 
phone business in 1879 when he was 
connected with the Indianapolis (Ind.) 
Telephone Co. From 1880 to 1882 he 
was with the Omaha (Neb.) Electric 
Co., after which he engaged in en- 
gineering work until 1899 when he 
joined the staff of the Irwin City (later 
remamed “Tri-State”) Telephone Co. 
at St. Paul, Minn., as chief engineer. 

In subsequent years, Mr. Judson was 
identified with the Kansas City Home 
Telephone Co., the Mutual Telephone 
Co. of Des Moines, Iowa, the Council 
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the condition to her supervisor. 


before assigning a trunk. 
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Answers to Traffic Questions on Page 17 
(1) A non-published line is one on which the name, address, and 
telephone number of the subscriber are not listed in the telephone 
directory by agreement between the subscriber and the telephone com- 


(2) The toll switching operator should say, “No trunk,” and report 
(3) The toll switching operator should say, “Prepay,” or “Postpay,” 
(4) Announce the call to the PBX operator and when the desired 


party is reached, again announce the call as “Collect.” 


(5) Yes. The name of the called place should be entered in the 
“Called Place” space and the name of the toll center should be entered 
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Bluffs Independent Telephone Co., the 
Seattle (Wash.) Independent Telephone 
Co., and the Northwestern Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co., of which he was 
general manager. 

In 1912, he was engaged as special 
agent of the Pacific Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., and was on the engineering 
staff until 1926. From that date until 
1920 when he retired, Mr. Judson was 
librarian in the San Francisco Office. 

Mr. Forbes, well known in Inde- 
pendent telephone circles for many 
years, disposed of the Manteca (Calif.) 
Telephone Co. three years ago and is 
now located at Santa Cruz, on a beau- 
tiful mountain estate, showing Mr. 
Riley how to live. 


Vv 


WMC Issues Revised List 
Of Essential Activities 

A revised list of essential activities 
was released February 25 by the War 
Manpower Commission. All changes 
up to and including January 15, 1944, 
are included. Announcement of changes 
have been made from time to time but 
this is the first complete list published 
since December, 1942. 

The list serves as a general guide 
upon which manpower programs for al- 
locating labor to the different needs 
are based. It is primarily designed for 
the use of the United States Employ- 
ment Service and the Selective Service 
System. The employment stabilization 
programs of WMC set forth the condi- 
tions under which workers may trans- 
fer from job to job, the conditions 
varying in accordance with whether or 
not the worker has been or is currently 
employed in an essential activity. The 
list is used by USES offices in deter- 
mining the essentiality of the worker’s 
employment. Selective Service Boards 
use the list in reviewing requests for 
occupational deferment. 

Among activities listed as essential 
were the following in connection with 
communications: 


“(28) PRODUCTION OF COMMUNICA- 
TION EQUIPMENT. Radios and radio 
equipment; radar; telephone, tele- 
graph, cable television, signalling appa- 
ratus; electrical sound equipment; viny- 
lite transcriptions; telautograph. 

“(29) COMMUNICATION SERVICES. 
Magazines of general circulation which 
are devoted primarily to the dis- 
semination of public information; 
newspapers and news syndicates; mili- 
tary, naval, and technical charts and 
maps, instructional and technical man- 
uals, and training literature; produc- 
tion of motion pictures (including tech- 
nical and vocational training films for 
the Army, Navy, and war production 
industries); motion picture film proc- 
essing; news reels; development of 
sensitized film; protective signal sys- 
tems which supplement fire and police 
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For Every DANGER SPOT 
Tamm (oll am dlelati 


Every substation drop, every span of open wire in your 
plant, is a possible source of danger. Lightning or other 
high potentials, entering your system at any one point, 
endanger property—and life itself—unless you have pro- 
vided adequate protection. 


That is why Automatic Electric Company offers telephone 
protection apparatus for every danger spot in your plant. 
Substation protectors in several different types, to guard 
station equipment and telephone users. A compact cross- 
arm arrester to quickly ground high potentials on open- 
wire lines. And protected cable terminals to prevent these 
dangerous currents from entering your cable plant. 


Use Automatic Electric protection at every danger spot, 
for complete protection of your plant. 


Send for Catalog 4068-A, "Automatic 
Electric Telephone Protection Apparatus” 


AUTOMATIC — ELECTRIC 


MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 





Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 
AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CORPORATION 
1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago 7, U. S. A 
Export Distributors: INTERNATIONAL AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CORPORATION 
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SUBSTATION PROTECTOR 
TYPE 20 
SUBSTATION PROTECTOR 





TYPE 40 
PROTECTED CABLE TYPE 19A 
TERMINAL CROSSARM ARRESTER 





Genuine lronite 
DROP WIRE* 


The MOST practical 
and efficient drop wire 
Before the War 
Right Now 
AND ALSO 
After the War 


* 


Another of the Better 
Quality Products You 
Always Get from Suttle 


* 


*No. 18 BWG Twisted in stock at Suttle. 
Shipment on rated orders. 
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TELEPHONE 


AND 


TELEGRAPH 
CONDENSERS 


| STANDARD and SPECIAL 
SIZES — ALL VOLTAGES 





— DEPENDABLE — 


SPECIFICATION SHEETS 
ON REQUEST 


AMERICAN 
CONDENSER CORP. 


MICHIGAN ILLINOIS 
AVE. 












protection to military, public, and pri- 
vate industrial and commercial estab- 
lishments; radio broadcasting; radio 
communications—(radio-telephone and 
radiotelegraph) ; cable service (land or 
submarine) ; telegraph; telephone; tele- 
vision; production for essential activi- 
ties of continuous forms with or with- 
out one-time carbon; production for 
essential activities of snapout types of 
forms interleaved with one-time car- 
bon, and produced on rotary equip- 
ment; and production of sales-book- 
type forms contracted for by govern- 
ment agencies. 
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Radio Telephone Service 
Open to Trinidad 

Radio telephone service was opened 
February 23 between the United States 
and the British island of Trinidad. 
Service to Trinidad will be handled 
through the short wave telephone facili- 
ties of the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. centered at Miami, Fla. 

The Trinidad Consolidated Telephone, 
Ltd., will operate the service in Trini- 
dad, employing the radio stations of 
Cable & Wireless, Ltd. 
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REA as Independent 
Agency Seems Likely 

Political domination of the Rural 
Electrification Adminstration since it 
has been under the control of the De- 
partment of Agriculture was made ap- 
parent by the recent testimony before 
the Senate subcommittee investigating 
the REA. Secretary of Agriculture 
Wickard admitted that he had virtually 
supplanted Administrator Slattery as 
head of REA in all but name by giving 
Deputy Administrator Neal “coordinat- 
ing’? power. He refused to explain by 
what authority he did this, saying that 
such discussion was ‘“‘not in the public 
interest.”” He also refused to say 
whether he had asked Mr. Slattery to 
resign or had kept information from 
him. 

Carl Hamilton, assistant to Mr. 
Wickard, gave no satisfactory explana- 
tion of a “pep talk’ he was reported 
to have given REA employes when Mr. 
Neal was appointed, in which he com- 
mended the appointee as a good Demo- 
crat and a good New Dealer. Mr. Ham- 
ilton also conceded that REA alloca- 
tions were checked at the Agriculture 
Department for no other purpose but 
“political and economic” supervision. 
Mr. Slattery testified that he had been 
asked to resign three times by Jona- 
than Daniels, White House assistant— 
once on the suggested ground of “‘poor 


| health,” a second time to take an ad- 
| ministrative job traveling, and a third 
| time only recently. 


A letter from ex-Senator Norris to 
President Roosevelt warning that the 
transfer of REA to Agriculture would 











result in political domination was put 
into the record. Under the circum. 
stances there appears to be little doubt 
that the subcommittee will recommend 
that the REA be returned to its status 
as an independent agency responsible 
directly to Congress. 
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Rene Pleven Attends 
Free French Conference 

Leaders of France-in-exile gathered 
the early part of February in Brazza- 
ville, capital of French Equatorial 
Africa. General DeGaulle flew down 
from Algiers for one day to open the 
meeting at the bungalow which houses 
the Brazzaville Civilian Club. The host 
was Felix Eboue, Negro governor gen- 
eral of the French colony. But the main 
force behind the conference, according 
to the February 14 issue of Newsweek, 
was its president, Rene Pleven, commis- 
sioner for colonies of the Algiers com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Pleven remembered by 
TELEPHONY resident Euro- 
pean director for the Gary group of 
telephone manufacturing enterprises 
and also as general foreign represen- 
tative for the Gary interests. At the 
outbreak of the war, Mr. Pleven joined 
the French Navy, in which he was a 
reserve officer, and was stationed in 
London. He offered his services to Gen- 
eral de Gaulle when France fell, being 
sent to Africa in 1940 to secure the 
continued resistance of Frenchmen and 
their colonies against the Axis. In 1942 
he was appointed commissioner for for- 
eign affairs and colonies by the Fight- 
ing French national committee in Lon- 
don. (TELEPHONY, Nov. 7, 1942, p. 24.) 
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Adair New FCC Chief Engineer; 
Other Changes Announced 

On February 16 the Federal Com- 
munications Commission by unanimous 
action promoted George P. Adair, as- 
sistant chief engineer in charge of 
broadcasting, to chief engineer. Mr. 
Adair takes the office vacated by Lt. 
E. K. Jett who was recently appointed 
to membership of the FCC (TELEPH- 
ONY, Feb. 26, p. 31). 

Philip F. Siling, chief of the inter- 
national division, will succeed Mr. 
Adair as head of the broadcasting 
branch of the engineering department. 
Marion H. Woodward, former assist- 
ant to Mr. Siling, will take over his 
duties. 


will be 


readers as 


Mr. Adair was born at Rancho, Tex., 
in 1903. He is a graduate of Texas 
A. & M., with a B.S. degree in electri- 
cal engineering. Following radio engi- 
neering activities with General Electric 
Co. in Schenectady, N. Y., Mr. Adair 
joined the old Radio Commission as an 
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GEO. P. ADAIR 


engineer in the broadcast division in 
1931. He became acting assistant chief 
of the FCC broadcasting division in 
1936, and assistant chief in 1939. 


Vv 
OBITUARIES 


CHARLES L. STONE, former traffic 
superintendent for the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. died Febru- 
ary 16 in his home at Danvers, Mass., 
at the age of 73. A resident of Dan- 
vers for 30 years, Mr. Stone had been 
with the telephone company for 43 
years, retiring as traffic superintendent 
seven years ago. He belonged to several 
Masonic organizations. 

He leaves a widow, a son, Curtis L., 
AUS; two daughters, and two grand- 
children. 


* os 


WHARTON VAIL JOHNSON, traffic en- 
gineer of the New York Telephone Co., 
died in Summit, N. J., on February 19. 
He was 43 years old. 

Mr. Johnson served with the Navy 
during the first World War and was 
graduated from Princeton University 
in 1921. He was a member of Sons of 
the American Revolution and a Mason. 

He leaves a widow, three children 
and a sister. 


Vv 


Four Sons in Armed Forces; 
Entire Family War-Minded 

A true, loyal American family is ex- 
emplified by that of George H. Eck, 
plant superintendent of the Park Ridge 
(Ill.) district of the Middle States Tele- 
phone Co., Pekin, Ill. Mr. Eck now has 
all four sons in the armed forces. 
George, Jr., who was employed as a 
cable splicer’s helper by the Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co. is now serving in a U.S. 
Naval Beach Battalion. He took part 
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SAVE TIME 


WITH 
COFFING'S "SAFETY-PULL" 
RATCHET LEVER HOIST 


Hundreds of war plants are speeding pro- 
duction by equipping their maintenance and 
construction crews with "SAFETY-PULL" 
ratchet lever hoists. They can easily be 
carried about by one man, will operate in 
any position, and may be used for either 
pulling or lifting. A real tool for those 
inevitable maintenance jobs. 
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COFFING HOIST CO. 


DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 























A quarter century of experience 
proves that AIRCO Dry Nitrogen is 
equally effective for checking new 
cable and for permanent gas pressure 
installations. Important telephone 
systems rely on AIRCO Dry Nitrogen 
for cable protection rather than trust 
to uncertain manual inspection. 


Please Order Only As Needed 
Return Empty Cylinders Promptly 


* BUY UNITED STATES WAR BONDS * 








Arr REDUCTION 


General Offices: 60 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


In Texas: Magnolia Airco Gas Products Co. General Offices: Houston 1, Tex. 
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DIRECTORY 


PRINTING 


YOU WANT 

ACCURACY 
ECONOMY 
EFFICIENCY 


THEY WANT 
DURABILITY 
LEGIBILITY 


The Cuneo Press, Inc. — 
producing telephone direc- 
tories for large and small 
cities — has the experience 
and equipment to properly 
handle your directory. 


THE CUNEO PRESS INC. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
WITH CONVENIENT PLANTS 
NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA 
MILWAUKEE 











COPPER LINE WIRE 


* 
Quick Deliveries 
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FOLEY COPPER 
PRODUCTS CO. 


DOLLAR BAY, MICHIGAN 
Telephone—Houghton 205 
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Formerly owned by 
The John A. Roebling's Sons Co., 
Trenton, N. J. 
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in the landings at Tunisia, Sicily and 
Italy. 

William, formerly a combination man 
for the Illinois Bell, is now an ensign 
in the Navy, flying a torpedo bomber, 
and is assigned to the Pacific area. 

Robert, an employe of the Public 
Service Co. of Northern Illinois prior 
to his Army training, is now a lieuten- 
ant and is piloting an Army transport 
plane. 

James, who worked for his dad as a 
cableman’s helper, has joined the Army 
Signal Corps. 

Mrs. Eck has been doing war work 
for two years, working for an airplane 
motor plant near Chicago, and is con- 
tinuing in war work in Des Plaines. 

Mr. Eck, a veteran of World War I 
and past commander of the Des Plaines 
American Legion post, was offered a 
commission in the Signal Corps, but 
felt that installation and maintenance 
of telephone equipment in neighboring 
defense plants are also of vital impor- 
tance to the war effort. 


Vv 


Indiana Bell Executive 
Has Retired 

Frank A. Montrose, vice president 
and general manager of the Indiana 
Bell Telephone Co., retired from active 
business life on February 29. Associ- 
ated with the Indiana Bell since it was 
organized in 1920, Mr. Montrose has 
been the company’s vice president and 
general manager since 1926. He is ter- 
minating a distinguished telephone ca- 
reer which began at Chicago more than 
36 years ago. His first job after gradu- 
ation from the University of Michigan 
was that of student engineer with the 
old Chicago Telephone Co. 

William A. Hughes, assistant vice 
president of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. dealing with person- 
nel matters, has been elected a 
director and vice president and gen- 
eral manager of the Indiana Bell Tele- 
phone Co., with headquarters at Indian- 
apolis, to succeed Mr. Montrose. 

Mr. Hughes’ telephone career began 
in 1917 and has been spent for the 
most part with the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. He became general traffic 
manager of the Southwestern Bell in 
1937 and assistant vice president of 
A. T. & T. in May, 1941. 

Mr. Montrose was district plant 
engineer at Spokane, Wash., in 1910; 
division plant engineer at Kansas City, 
Mo., in 1912; and five years later he 
was appointed outside plant engineer 
for the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. at St. Louis. In World War I Mr. 
Montrose was selected to organize and 
command, with the rank of major, the 
412th Telegraph Battalion—a _ wire 
communications unit composed of Bell 





System men. The battalion sailed for 
France in January, 1918, and he was 
promoted to lieutenant colonel in Oc- 
tober of that year. 

Upon his return to civilian life, Mr, 
Montrose resumed his telephone career, 
joining the former Central Union Tele- 
phone Co. at Chicago. He was trans- 
ferred to Columbus, Ohio, as state en- 
gineer, and in 1920, to Indianapolis to 
become the plant general superintend- 
ent of plant for the newly-organized 
Indiana Bell. He has served on the 
company’s board of directors for al- 
most 20 years. 
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Father and Son 
Serve in Navy 

The George W. Jackson family of Al- 
hambra, Calif., is doing a double share 
for victory. Mr. Jackson, a former em- 
ploye of the Southern California Tele- 
phone Co. of Los Angeles, now is a 
chief gunner’s mate on a destroyer in 
the South Pacific. He served nine years 
in the Navy before the war and re-en- 
listed after hostilities began. 

Frederick A. Cox, son, also is in the 
Navy, completing a course of training 
in Alaska, which leads to a promotion 
to aviation machinist’s mate, third 


class, and aerial gunner. 
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~ CHANCE 
POLE KEYS 


Here is a peace time product that 
will help you to keep pole lines erect 
when guy anchors are not available. 
Chance Pole keys will take the place 
of anchors in many instances and 
they are available now for shipment an 
from stock. Actually this is an ex- } 
pansion anchor which expands into | 
solid earth at the base of the pole. 
One of these anchors can be installed | 
in approximately fifteen minutes. The } 
sketches at right show the method of 
installation. 

Write for complete details on this 
highly efficient, labor saving anchor \ 
which you can obtain without delay. ° 





A-B-CHANCE CO: 


CENTRALIA MISSOURI 
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c. J. Larsen, Automatic 
Electric Engineer, Dies 

Christian Julius Larsen, for many 
year's associated in engineering capaci- 
ties with telephone operating companies 
in the Gary group, and most recently 
consulting engineer for Automatic Elec- 
tric Co., died at his home in Chicago 
on the morning of February 7. He had 
been under a doctor’s care almost con- 
tinuously since suffering a severe heart 
attack in 1939, however, he continued 
to carry on his engineering activities 
almost until the day of his death. 

Mr. Larsen was born in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, on July 13, 1876. He came 
to the United States in 1887, at the 
age of eleven, and received his educa- 
tion in Chicago schools, including Lewis 
Institute, from which he graduated in 
electrical engineering. In 1926, he was 
awarded the degree of doctor of science 
by Kansas City University. He was a 
fellow of the AIEE, and a life member 
of the Bell Telephone Pioneers of 
America and the Masonic Fraternity. 
He is survived by his widow and a 
sister. 

Mr. Larsen entered the telephone in- 
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Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & Tie CO. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











POLES 








8. J. Carne 
Minneapolis, 
poles. 


4& Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
inn.—Western red cedar 
entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








international Creosoting and Construc- 
tlon Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White— Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Pensacoia Creosoting Company, Pen- 
sacola, Fla. — Creosoted Southern Pine 
Poles of Superior Long Leaf Quality. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, inn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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Cc. J. LARSEN 


dustry in 1899, when he began work 
as an installer for the Chicago Tele- 
phone Co. In 1907, he became assistant 
to the chief engineer of American Elec- 
tric Co., and thereafter held positions 
of continually increasing responsibility. 
In 1925, he was sent by the Gary group 
to study manufacturing and operating 
practices in the principal countries of 
Europe. Returning in 1927, he became 
consulting engineer first for Associated 
Telephone & Telegraph Co.; then, in 
1931, for Automatic Electric. He held 
the latter position until his death, aid- 
ing telephone operating companies with 
transmission problems, and specializing 
in the application of loading coils. 

Mr. Larsen was a life-long student 


Are MANPOWER 
Troubles Cutting Your 
Directory Adv. Sales? 


* We have the MANPOWER, the EX- 
PERIENCED ORGANIZATION to take 
over your Telephone Directory Adver- 
tising, handle all details and produce 
MORE NET revenue (all costs con- 
sidered). 


Write or call 
af our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 

408 OLIVE STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

New York Life Building, 20 W. Ninth St., 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Citizens Trust Bidg., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


135 Se. Second Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








ATLANTIC 
Creosoting Co., inc., 17 Battery Pi., MN. ¥. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Condait 


PLANTS Ane Orriegs: 
New Orleans, La. Jackson, Ten Restee. Mass. 
Winnfield, La. Loulsvitie, Mics. N.Y. 
Norfolk, Va. Savannah, Ga. Pailegs Pao 
Annapolis, Md. Chiecage, tll. 
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L.M:BERRY & CO. 






















TELEPHONE L.D. 16 
TELEPHONE BLDG., DAYTON, OHIO 





THE AMERICAN APPRAISAL 
COMPANY 


INVESTIGATIONS ® VALUATIONS 
REPORTS 

CHICAGO @ MILWAUKEE @ NEW YORK 

WASHINGTON @ And Other Principal Cities 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 











ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH and 8066S 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Buliding 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 











SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals — Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








J. W. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 
Telephone Engineering 
Censtruction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Bate Investigations 
1510 Lincoin Bank Tower Fort Wayne, Ind. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys. 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

$324 Bankers Bldg., Chicage 
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Classified Section 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 





HELP WANTED 





WANTED: GENERAL MANAGER 


qualified to operate telephone company 
in midwestern state having over 12,000 
stations. Must have administrative 
ability and experience in plant con- 
struction and maintenance as well as 
accounting, commercial and traffic op- 
erations. Permanent position with ex- 
cellent salary to qualified man. Give 
complete information in first reply 
stating previous experience, draft 
status, recommendations, etc. Write 
Box No. 2043, c/o TELEPHONY. 


WANTED: General cniiien for 
large telephone property. Must have 
executive ability and administrative ex- 
perience. Good salary for man having 
qualifications. In replying, furnish 
complete information as to age, educa- 
tion, experience, present employment, 
draft status, small photograph, recom- 
mendations, etc. Write, Telephone 
Services, Inc., 16th Floor, Lincoln 
Tower, Fort Wayne 2, Indiana. 


WANTED: Telephone Accountant— 
qualified to supervise all —y of tele- 
phone accounting for Class A com- 
panies. Give full information as to age, 
experience, draft status, etc. Attach 
small photograph. Write Telephone 
Services, Inc., 16th Floor, Lincoln 
Tower, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


WANTED: Lineman capable of doing 
line and telephone work. Permanent 
job, references and draft status re- 
quired. Write, Farmers Mutual Tele- 
phone Co., Jesup, Iowa. 


HELP WANTED 


TELEPHONE MEN WANTED: 
Can use equipment man capable of 
servicing and maintaining Strowger 
step - by- step automatic central office 


equipment; also, combination men and 
linemen. Good opportunity for ad- 
vancement for qualified men. Must be 


able to furnish statement of avail- 
ability. In writing give full details as 
to age, draft status, family situation, 
training and experience and furnish 
references. Write, South Carolina Con- 
tinental Telephone Co., , Sumter, Ss. C. 


WANTED: Combination Plant Man 
to take care of Automatic Electric Dial 
exchange of 550 stations. Opportunity 
for permanent employment and good 
wages. Give age, experience, draft 
status and availability. Write Okla- 
homa Telephone Company, Broken 
Arrow, Oklahoma. 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE—2 Western Electric 
switchboards, five positions of local, 
Western Electric No. 1 and one toll, 2 
positions of toll separate, Western 
Electric No. 2. Total capacity of local 
board 1150 local lines equipped, 85 cord 
circuits, 24 volt operation, with asso- 
ciated miscellaneous materials. Avail- 
able April 1, 1944. Must be removed 





by April 30, 1944. Write Northern 
Ohio Telephone Company, Bellevue, 
Ohio. 


BUYING WAR BONDS 
Will break axis bonds 





RECONDITIONED RELAYS 




















INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP MOUNTING 


KELLOGG A.E.CO. STROMBERG 
| DEAN W.E.CO. MONARCH 


LINE AND CUT-OFF, TRUNK, CORD CIRCUIT 
REPAIR PARTS—COILS, SPRING ASSEMBLIES 


_ BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO 








| of mathematics and engineering, 


and 


retained to the end of his life his eager- 


| ness for useful knowledge. 
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General Cable Announces 
New Policy On Reels 

Effective March 1, General Cable 
Corp., New York City, N. Y., has an- 
nounced that all containers (reels, 
spools and cases) will be shipped on 
a “no charge” basis and no payment 
or deposit will be required. The com- 
pany feels that operation of this plan 
will eliminate the costly and manpower- 
consuming method of handling contain- 
ers. It is also a move to encourage 
the prompt return of all containers. 

They also announce that credit for 
the return of all containers which have 
been billed for as such and have been 
paid for will be allowed, provided they 
are returned in good condition on or 
before February 28, 1945. After that 
date no credit will be allowed for the 
return of containers. It is reported 
that the cooperative effort of all con- 
cerned will determine the effectiveness 
of this new policy and of the com- 
pany’s ability to continue it. 
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McCabe Powers Auto Body Co. 
Awarded Army-Navy "E”" 

For high achievement in the produc- 
tion of vitally-needed war materiel, the 
McCabe Powers Auto Body Co. of St. 
Louis, Mo., was recently presented with 
the Army-Navy “E.” 

The pennant, presented by Col. Mal- 
colm Elliott, division Army engineer 
for the upper Mississippi valley, was 
accepted by Edward J. Powers, Jr., and 
John J. Powers, vice presidents of the 
company. In behalf of the employes, 
Walter Drozda received the “E” pins 
from Lt. Comdr. F. L. Burgess, execu- 
tive officer of the St. Louis Naval 
Training School. 

In peacetime, McCabe Powers manu- 
factures auto, truck, ambulance, coach, 
and trailer bodies for many industries, 


including telephone companies. Now, 
however, the firm is manufacturing 
more than 50 items for war use, it is 


reported. 


Vv 


Elected to Welfare Council 
THOMAS G. WALKER, general counsel 
for the New Jersey Bell Telephone Co., 
was elected vice chairman of the New- 
ark Welfare Council at its recent an- 
nual meeting, which group is interested 
in a constructive, workable plan for 
post-war reconstruction in relief, 
health education, medical care, immi- 


| gration, housing and employment. 


TELEPHONY 





